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* ABSTRACT

During summer 1980 a program of archaeological survey and testing was carried
out by the Center for Archaeological Research, The University of Texas at San
Anfonio, for the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department at the site of Rancho de
“las Cabras near Floresville, Texas. The site is reputed to be the 1ivestock
ranch of Mission San Francisco de la Espada in the late 18th century:. Large
areas of the site were surveyed to determine if prehistoric sites were pres-
ent. The limits of the historic occupation were determined through surface
survey and shovel testing. Archaeological testing within and adjacent to the
historic ruins located architectural and cultural features which will need
further excavation and study. The depth and composition of the historic
deposits throughout the site were tested and recorded. A map of the compound
was prepared in cooperation with professional surveyors provided by the Parks
and Wildlife Department. Recommendations for future historical and archaeo-
logical research are included in the report.
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INTRODUCTION

In July 1980, the Center for Archaeological Research, The University of Texas at
‘San Antonio, carried out preliminary survey and test excavations at the site of
Rancho de Tas Cabras on the San Antonio River just south of Floresville, Texas
(Fig. 1). The contract called for the following activities:

(1) an intensive survey of the proposed entrance road, 100 feet wide
(see Fig. 1);

(2) an intensive survey of the “Southern" tract, with shovel testing
where necessary to delimit the historic site deposits;

(3) archaeological testing north-northwest of the rancho compound
to delineate the archaeologically sensitive zone and to determine
the location of culturally sterile areas which could be used for
support facilities. This will include patterned shovel testing
and 1-m2 excavation units where necessary;

(4) archaeological testing in and immediately around the rancho
compound to determine the nature and extent of cultural deposits;

(5) cooperation with a professional surveyor provided by the Texas
Parks and Wildlife Department in establishing permanent grid
markers and making a topographic map of the rancho compound and
related features;

(6) production of a scientific report of the results of the
: investigations.

The materials recbvered and all maps, notes, and records will be stored at the
Center for Archaeological Research Laboratory, The University of Texas at San
Antonio.

THE SITE

Rancho de las Cabras is the site of the livestock ranching operations which re-
putedly was begun in connection with the mission San Francisco de la Espada 1in

the mid-18th century. The mission was founded on the San Antonio River south of
~the town of San Antonio de Bexar in 1731. Comparatively little research has been
done on Mission Espada, and hardly any information on the ranch thus far has been
found. This project was intended to make some basic determinations about the na-
ture of the site itself, to be used in planning further excavations, and to assist
in planning future development of the park to be located there. Additional excava-
tions will be done to answer specific questions formulated during this preliminary
investigation.

The site is located on a high point of land which overlooks the San Antonio River
valley to the east, and for some distance along the river to the north and south.
Sandstone block walls up to five and six feet high still remain along the north
edge of what was apparently an irregularly-shaped walled compound. The rolling
countryside around the site is shaped by arroyos which drain into the river about
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two kilometers to the east of the ruins and Picosa Creek to the northeast. The
Southern tract portion of the land acquired by the Parks and Wildlife Department
from Winston Southern consists of ca. 55.5 acres of upland which contain. the
ruins at the southern end, and an area to the north which is apparently free of
historical remains and could be used for.development of visitor facilities.

The soil is a gray brown sandy clay loam over a yellow brown clay loam subsoil.
Upland areas, where they have not been cleared for pasture, are overgrown with
mesquite and thorny brush. Live oak, post oak, and pecan are present in the
arroyos and river bottom.areas. The fields around the ruins have, in recent
years, been completely cleared of. brush and used for pasture by the former

owner, who carefully Teft the ruins and an area immediately around them untouched.

The existence and location of Las Cabras have been known to the local people and
to a few historians and archaeologists for many years, and a body.of local stories
has accumulated about the site and its former occupants. The spot has been vis-
ited numerous times by hunters and fishermen traveling the river valley, and by
local Floresville citizens who 1iked to visit the spot in the late 19th and early
20th centuries. A number of deep disturbances along the north wall refiect the
insatiable turn-of-the-century gold hunting fever which also Teft the San Antonio
missions pockmarked and crumbling by 1930. Stone blocks from the walls were, for
many years, carried away to build walls and other architectural features in and
around the town of Floresville. Stone monuments which once marked the limits of
the town, built.of Las Cabras stones, have been carried back to the site and dumped
with the walls (Jack Bruce, personal communication). The sight of stones set in
contemporary cement mortar which match those in the 18th century structures are a
bit startling to the archaeologist, until their origin is explained.

Despite the above described 1ntrusidn§, the site of Rancho de las Cabras is remark-
ably well preserved and, as can be seen from this report, contains tremendous poten-
tial for years of historical, archaeological, and ethnographic research.

METHODOLOGY

The field work was carried out from late June 1980 to the end of July 1980. Anne
Fox was Project Director. The crew consisted of James Ivey (Field Director), Lois
Flynn, Augustine Frkuska, and Roberta McGregor. Principal Investigators for the
project were Thomas R. Hester, Director, and Jack D. Eaton, Associate Director,

of the Center for Archaeological Research.

The scope of the contract was designed to answer a specific set of questions.
Since virtually nothing was known about the archaeology of the site or its en-
virons, no effective planning of future archaeological work could be done. At
the same time, very little was known about the history of the site, a difficulty
for which archaeology could offer some help.

The primary emphasis, however, was on the determination of the nature and extent
of the cultural deposits. Work was done to determine the amount of overburden,
(if any); the thickness and depth of cultural deposits throughout the site; and
what sort of architectural features could be expected in terms of wall and floor
material. It was important to find the location of the refuse from day-to-day
life at the site, and whether the actual zone of occupation extended outside the



wall Tines of the structures. Equally important, Texas Parks and Wildlife
wanted to know if certain areas of the property were without cultural depos-
its, either historic or preh1stor1c, so that such areas could be used for
the access road and visitors' center with minimum disturbance to the cultural
- resources of the area. ’ ‘

In practice, while excavating within the structural ruins, several basic
rules were followed. The first and most important was to minimize disturb-
ance. Small units in the range of 1-m? to 2-m?, used as isolated tests,

are insufficient in size to deal effectively with the remains of a large
structure, especially one which might have several periods of occupation

and contain several types of construction. The urge to put in another unit
to find out where a wall is going or to lTocate the other edge of a pit is
frequently tempting, but consumes time. Units of a specific size were opened
and, regardless of what was found, were not enlarged. Units were so placed
as to answer the questions defined by the contract as their first purpose,
and to supply some answers to more specific questions about the distribution
of structures within the site secondarily.

The second rule was to answer the questions proposed by the contract. New
questions about the site would be noted, but no attempt was made to find the
answers outside the test units. When a feature such as an unsuspected wall,
trash pit, gateway, or floor was located, its position was plotted and a note
made to include it in recommended future work.

Areas of major structural debris were avoided where possible. Problems such
as the clearing and excavation of probable bastion locations were left for
more specific contracts. The moving of a large volume of debris would not be
an effective use of our limited field time, and would be an attempt to find
an answer rather than to define the problem.

With these considerations in mind, a coordinate grid was established and a
series of units selected. The grid was set up as indicated in Figure 1, with
an arbitrary grid north at right angles to the longest face of the compound
wall, on the true northwest side. The south face of the (grid) north wall was
designated as the line determining the orientation of the coordinate system,
and was defined as being 105 meters south of the zero-point of the coordinates.

The reason1ng behind the selection of the position of each unit will be pre-
sented in the next section, along with the other pertinent information about
the unit.

Units were excavated by natural strata. -Control was maintained by measurements
of selected thicknesses of strata as the excavation proceeded. Section drawings
were then made, and the stratum as an excavation unit was indicated on the section.

A1l excavated material was screened through 1/4-inch hardware cloth. Recovered
artifacts were collected in sacks on which were recorded the name and number of
the site, the unit and stratum, the date, the names of the excavators, and any
remark, sketch, or other information considered necessary to insure that the
point of origin of the enclosed artifacts could be determined.



Notes were kept on all aspects of the excavation. The individuals excavating a
structure -recorded their impressions of the stratum on a standardized form, and

a general narrative and impressions were recorded in a daily journal by the field
supervisor. This journal was narrated to a person assigned the job of journal
recorder in addition to other duties (Lois Flynn on this excavation). It has
been found that the act of describing the impressions to another person defines
and clarifies the observations, and the oral evaluation keeps the crew up-to-date
on the current views of the field director. An informed crew digs more intelli-
gently, and can supply ideas, interpretations, and insights which may not occur
to the field director.

The photographic recording of the excavation was assigned to Augustine Frkuska
who, in addition, maintained the Tog, and recorded the technical details of the
photograph along with a brief description of the subject.

Transit measurements of depth or other explicit information were recorded by the
crew member who made the measurement. Profiles were drawn by Augustine Frkuska
after a detailed discussion of what was being observed, and were then checked by
the field director.

Artifacts from specific strata and features were assigned a unique lot number.
These 1ot assignments were done each night in the field, and a log was maintained
recording the precise origins of the material in each lot. A second log was main-
tained indicating which 1ot numbers were assigned to specific units, strata,
and/or -features. All contained, in addition to the point of origin, such informa-
tion as the name(s) of the excavator(s), the date of excavation, and necessary
remarks. Lot numbers were cross-indexed onto unit/strata sheets.

When laboratory processing began, however, the artifacts received labels which
gave their locations, rather than an abstract Tot number. This was done to reduce
the amount of back reference to 1lists of lot numbers and their locations. Such
back-referencing greatly increases the chance of error and confusion.

A1l units were plotted on a field map which is reproduced here (Fig. 2).

THE INVESTIGATIONS

Surface Surveys

As part of this initial investigation of Las Cabras, an intensive surface inspec-
tion of the route to be followed by the access road te the future visitors' center
and of the general Tocation of the visitors' center itself was carried out. Sev-
eral other areas indicated by local informants as having produced some artifacts
or considered to be potential occupation areas associated with the Las Cabras
structures were also intensively surveyed. The remainder of the future park

area was walked over randomly, but not intensively.

Neither the access road nor the proposed visitors' center site showed any signif-
icant artifact concentrations. Twenty or 30 chert fragments were examined but
were largely judged to be plow-broken cobbles. A very few are considered to be
the project of a chert-knapping activity. These chert fragments were found
almost exclusively along the northern quarter of the northeastern fence line

of the Southern tract, and are probably from an aboriginal site across the fence
line to the northeast (Fig. 1).
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Two Anglo stoneware sherds were picked up in a field just west of the future park
property line, in an area where a local informant said he had seen some potsherds
while plowing. No other artifacts were found, making it likely that these sherds
were a random occurrence. ’

An intensive survey was done around the ruins of Las Cabras and over most of the
south half of the Southern tract. No artifacts of any kind (other than a few
beer cans and shotgun shells) were found, except in the areas immediately adja-
‘cent to the northwest and southeast angles of the compound wall.. =

Surface Collection

Artifacts found outside the southeast corner were of sufficient number to warrant
collection, since it was thought that they would contribute some information about
the history and culture of the site. These artifacts are Tisted in Table 1.

Shovel Tests

A series of 50-cm? shovel tests was carried out along north-south coordinate line
118 at five-meter intervals, beginning at five meters from the wall. They were
intended to test the extent to which debris in the area of the northwest gateway
was scattered away from the compound, and to locate the general edge of the plow
zone surrounding the compound. Units which extended outside the wall on the south
and west indicated that virtually no artifacts had been deposited in these areas.

Shovel test 1 showed a marked increase in artifact density with depth, and several
strata high in ash and charcoal content were seen. The strata resembled those in
Unit 3 (see below). At a depth of ca. 20 cm, sterile yellow tan clay was en-
~countered in the northern half of the test, but the artifacts and debris continued
into the ground in the southern portion, and the bone and pottery fragments be-
came much larger. The restrictions imposed by the site of the test stopped excava-
tion at this point. ‘ ' S

© Observations
The feature encountered at the bottom of the test would appear to be an inten-
tionally dug, vertical-walled pit filled with trash and garbage. The depth and

Timits of the pit are not known. The pit seemed to originate at a slightly higher
level than the earliest occupation surface in this area.

Test Excavation Units

Each test unit excavated was placed in such a manner as to answer a specific set
of questions, and each produced a distinctive set of data. We will discuss each
unit separately in this section. The discussion will include the reasons for se-
lecting the position of the unit, stratigraphy and features observed while the
unit was being excavated, and the artifacts found in association with these com-
ponents. Some interpretive discussion of selected features within each unit will
be included. '
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Units 1, 2, and 3 were established as a block on a portion of the north wall line
where the wall structure was not visible above ground. They were intended as an
initial Took at the soil, stratigraphy, and the depth of original occupation below
the present surface in this area. Other general information expected from these
units was to determine if a wall was indeed present across the block of units and,
if so, what problems, if any, might be encountered with its excavation.

Unit 1 was a-2-m? unit. Unit 2 was a 1 x 2-m unit against the south face of the
wall, and Unit 3 was a 2 x 3-m unit against the north face of the wall, and ex-
tending across it. :

The surfaces of these units were cleared of brush and weeds, and the loose sur-
face dirt was swept up and screened. It was decided that:Unit 1 would be exca-
vated only if necessary to define features extending into it from Unit 2.

UNIT 2 (see Fig. 3)
Sthatighaphy

Stratum 1 was dominated by fallen wall stones, in a matrix of tan, sandy soil.
This stratum was 20-cm thick at the south edge of the unit, and lensed out as
it sloped upward to the top of the surviving wall stub.

Stratum 2 was a similar tan, sandy soil, but with a high percentage of ash stains
and lenses, and a few lardge stones. It was 19-cm thick at the south edge of the
unit, and its upper surface sloped up to the face of the extant wall. The lower
surface bottomed onto a generally level, hard-packed gray surface of clay, ash,
and charcoal. This surface had a slight slope downward toward the southeast cor-
ner of the unit. A large rodent disturbance about 30 cm in diameter penetrated
this hard-packed surface in the northeast corner against the north wall. The
hard surface occupied most of the east half of the unit. The east half was badly
disturbed by roots and rodent burrowing extending downward from the present sur-
face. The area of rodent disturbance increased with depth. '

Two post holes were recognized at the surface of stratum 2 near the center of the
south wall of the unit. Upon the completion of the stratum, the post holes were
seen to be associated with a disturbed area on the south profile, extending up
into stratum 1.

The hard-packed ash and clay were removed as stratum 3, and found to be multiple
layers of ash, dirt, and burned clay ranging from 2 to 4 cm in thickness.

Stratum 3 rested on a hard yellow-tan clay surface, which was designated stratum 4.
When the surface of stratum 4 was cleaned, an oval pit was found to have been dug
into this surface. This pit was about 61 cm long and 35 cm wide, and extended
some 20 cm below the surface of stratum 4. The entire interior of the pit was
heavily fire-reddened, and this fire-reddening extended out onto the surface of
stratum 4 about 5 cm. The two post holes extending downwards from stratum 1 pene-
trated the south end of this fire pit.
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The pit was full of ash, charcoal, and sandy earth. The Towest 5 cm were packed
with ash and large chunks of charcoal. The eastern half was a 4 to 5 cm thick
Tens of flat sandstone chunks and what appeared to be a sandy 1ime mortar. This
lens had the appearance of spill rather than part of a sandstone floor. The
western edge of the lens was broken by the rodent disturbance. The fire pit
was apparently dug through the eastern edge of this lens of mortar.

Stratum 4 was excavated to-a depth of about 18 cm. It was found to be sterile
except for the top 3 cm and a few artifacts found in rodent-disturbed areas.
Very soon after beginning the excavation of stratum 4, traces of the footing
trench for the north wall were located. Along most of the:wall, the stones
were flush with the inner face of the footing trench, but in some areas gaps of
up to 4 cm were found. This footing trench was observed across only the eastern
70 cm of the 'wall face. The rest of the wall across the north side of ‘this
unit was irregular and had a larger footing trench badly d1sturbed in Unit 2

by rodent activity.

Observations

The surface of stratum 4 appears to be the original occupation surface in this
unit. Most artifacts in stratum 4 are apparently packed into its surface.
During the time of this original occupation, a gate or doorway apparently ex-
isted in the wall at this point.

The area of spilled mortar and flat sandstone chunks in the west half of stratum
3 is probably from the filling of the gateway. After this opening was blocked,
the fire pit was dug through the spilled mortar into the underlying occupat1on
surface and the sterile clay beneath. Much of the ash.in stratum 3 is probably
a product of this fire pit. ’

Stratum 2 is apparently a buildup of soil during a period of very low-level use,
perhaps no more than an occasional overnight camp in the area. In fact, most of
the artifact material in stratum 2 could be from root and rodent disturbance of
Tower strata. Stratum 1 is dominated by wall rubble. Most of the actual volume
of the wall in this area is gone, probably through stone robbing, so stratum 1
contains mostly scrap stone and perhaps windblown dirt. '

UNIT 3 (see Fig. 3)
Stratighaphy

The stratigraphy of Unit 3 is quite similar to that of Unit 2. Stratum 1, 23 cm
thick against the wall and thinning out to 2-3 cm at 4 m from the face of the wall,
is dominated by wall fall, with a hard tan, sandy clay fill. Portions of stratum
1 extend across the top of the wall, especially in the western half of the unit.
A large quantity of bone was found in this stratum, more than in any other single
stratum in these excavations.

Stratum 2 was a brown sandy clay with a large admixture of ash, somewhat more
compacted than was stratum 2 inside the wall. The upper surface of this stratum
sloped downward away from the wall, with a thickness at the wall of 22 cm, and
approximately 2 cm thick at 2.4 m from the wall. Stratum 2 overlaid a level
surface with a patchy layer of ash and some charcoa], up to'1 cm thick in some
areas.
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At this level, it was decided to reduce Unit 3 in size. The 1éngth along the
wall was kept at 2 m, but the width outward from the north face was reduced to
1 m. The wall itself was designated as Feature 5. Stratum 3 was then begun.

Stratum 3 was almost level, 8 cm thick at the wall and 6 cm thick, T m from the
north face of the wall. It was a gray sandy clay with some charcoal and ash,
and had another thin layer of white ash and some charcoal at its base, similar
to the one on its upper surface. No burned earth or fire-reddening was seen
anywhere in the stratum.

Stratum 4 appeared to be a multiple-Jensed, hard-packed scatter of bone, charcoal,
ceramics, and other material. Since the appearance of the stone construction of
the north wall differed so noticeably in the east and west halves of the unit,

the unit was divided into an east and a west half to test for artifact differences.

As the last of stratum 3 was removed from the surface of stratum 4, a footing
trench was found, dug from the surface of 4. The irregular western portion of
the north wall had been built in this trench. After most of stratum 4 had been
removed, the surface of a footing was found along the eastern, well-built por-
~ tion of the wall, extending 20 cm out from its northern face. The footing was
70 cm long, and had a fairly d1st1nct‘squared end. The footing trench for the
western portion of the wall was irregular in shape and 20 cm wide at the western
~ edge of the unit. Most of the stone was virtually dumped into the trench, and
‘much of it was in relatively massive chunks, 30-40 cm across. Soft brown sandy
clay filled the spaces between these stones, and this earth was full of artifacts
and bone. On the south side of the wall this trench faded into the rodent and
root disturbance which occupied most of the west half of Unit 2.

Stratum 4 became sterile at about the level of the surface of the footing. This
is at about the same level as was the last occupat1on surface in Un1t 2 (the top
of stratum 4; see Fig. 3).

0bs envations

Stratum 4 is apparently debris from the first occupation in this area. This occu-
pation began at the time the stone wall of the compound was built, and continued
to collect to a depth of 6 cm against the base of the wall, and 13 cm at the north
edge of Unit 3 (south section). During this period the wall ended 70 cm into the
eastern edge of the unit, probably in a squared face, forming one edge of a gate-
way, either arched or open-topped.

At the end of this period the decision was made to seal this gateway, either com-
pletely or leaving only a small doorway somewhere west of Unit 3. This sealing
was done by digging a trench along the alignment of the wall in the gateway and
building a roughly laid stone wall into this trench, filling the gateway. The
persons building this plug had 1ittle or none of the expertise for stonework pos-
sessed by those who did the original construct1on

After the gate was filled, the fire pit hearth was dug in Unit 2, and the heavy
ash- buildup occurred which formed stratum 3 in that unit. This is reflected in
the generally gray color of the deposits of stratum 3 outside the wall in Unit 3.
Then the site was effectively abandoned and stratum 2 built up from washout from
the wall structure, blown in dirt, animal activity, and other random events.
Stratum 1 1s a product of the series of wall robbings and destruction beginning
early this century.
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UNIT 4 (see Fig. 4 profile drawing)

Unit 4 was a 1 m by T m unit placed inside room 3 to examine the wall and any
surviving floor surface, and to survey the extent of damage done to the room's
living surfaces by a large treasure-hunter's pit about 15 feet wide along the
wall and extending about 10 feet south from the wall face.

Strhatighaphy

Stratum 1 is a layer of wall fall and natural soil buildup, sloping. upward toward
the wall. Against the wall at the north side of the unit, this stratum was 54 cm
thick; at the south edge of the unit it was 19 cm thick. This stratum sloped
steeply downward. toward the west into the large disturbed area, which penetrated
the Tower strata. ’

At the east end of the unit, stratum 1 bottomed onto a .relatively level dark gray
brown layer of earth.. The lower half of stratum 1 was fairly free of stones, in-
dicating that the wall deterioration was not occurring at any speed. In stratum
2, a noticeable increase in fist-sized or somewhat Targer stone was seen. Stratum
2 was 10 cm thick, and overlaid a grayish brown, fine ashy sand with a few rocks.
This sand was interrupted at a depth of about 10 cm by a lens of charcoal and ash,
with some brown clay along the south side of the unit. This appeared to be the
remains of a short-term event during the deposition of the sand, because beneath
this lens, stratum 4 is virtually identical, being a gray-brown fine sand with
some ash. The sand grain size seemed to be coarser in the lowest parts of the
stratum. :

Stratum 5 was a hard-packed, 1ight gray clay, with an irregular surface. It over-
laid a loose tan clay, stratum 6. At the bottom of stratum 6 was found a hard,
1ight gray-tan sandy lime surface, apparently a floor.. On this floor was a frag-
ment of copper sheet, 11 x 12 cm, with irregular edges and one rivet still in
place near one edge. The hard sandy lime surface was only along the south side
of the unit, ending in an irregular line with a 2 cm drop-off to a hard-packed
earthen surface. The treasure-hunter's pit continued through this floor and on
into hard, yellow-tan sterile clay. This disturbed area was removed to a depth
of ca. 5 cm, sufficient to show that the hard sandy-lime floor was about 3 cm
thick.

Obsenvations

As Table 1 shows, there were very few artifacts found in this unit. Those that
were found, other than the copper sheet lying on the sandy lime floor, are appar-
ently randomly scattered objects, not representative of an occupational deposit.

It would appear from the stratigraphy that there was no major destruction event
at the end of the primary occupation-no burned roof debris or collapsed wall on
the floor, for example. The simplest explanation of the stratigraphy is that the
building was abandoned and the roof rotted away with no effects of fire and no
subsequent occupation, except a brief interval represented by the thin lens of
ash and charcoal at the top of stratum 4. If the roof was of clay and caliche
supported by large log roof-beams, then this roof structure decayed and dissolved
slowly over a long period of time, slowly depositing the roof material into the
room. The approximately level deposits of sand, clay, and caliche are about 40
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cm thick, which is on the order of thickness to be expected from the decay of an
adobe roof (Santleben 1862:23). It is considered a reasonable assumption, based
on these observations, that room 3 had a flat adobe and caliche roof, supported
by beams (vigas), and that through long-term decay the majority of the roof is
now the fill of the room. '

UNIT 5

Unit 5 was placed in the west center of the compound in order to examine a depres-
sion which -local informants indicated might be the well. A 1 x 3 m unit was
established, divided into three 1 m? sections labeled 5A, 5B, and 5C. The long
axis of the rectangular unit extended grid north.

Sthatighaphy

Although an attempt was made to excavate this unit by natural strata, the attempt
was unsuccessful, since no apparent stratification appeared. The soil was a hard,
gray clay which changed gradually to a softer, gray clay. This ended on a hard
flat surface of gray clay which seemed to resemble the hard-packed surface of the
patio encountered elsewhere. The excavation stopped on this surface.

The depression capped a circular area of darker clay with circular cracks within
and around it. Anglo artifacts were found to the base of the excavation, but only
in this area. When the digging was halted, a large piece of barbed wire was vis-
ible in the circular stain.

ObAeﬂvai&onA

It is apparent that some feature exists in the ground at this point. Exactly what
sort of feature will have to await a more detailed excavation. The lack of any
masonry construction could indicate that this is merely an Anglo trash pit, but
the masonry could be lacking because the unit did not go deep enough to reveal any
such structure.

UNIT, 6

Unit 6 was placed a short distance inside the supposed gate through the west wall.
It was intended to examine the amount of deposition near the interior of the gate-
way, in order to compare with the expected deposition outside the gateway. (Unit
12, discussed below, later showed that there was no gate through the west wall).

A second purpose was to examine the stratification in the central area of the com-
pound in order to compare it with other parts of the compound.

Stratighaphy

Stratum 1 was 4 to 6 cm thick and was a hard-packed gray clay with some artifacts.
This graded into stratum 2, a less hard-packed stratum with fewer artifacts. It
ended on a hard, flat earth surface of gray clay. Only the top centimeter of this
stratum contained artifacts.
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Observations

Very little deposition occurred in this area of the site.. It is probable that
much of the central area of the compound will have a s1m11ar depositional history.

UNIT 7

Unit 7 was estab11shed in the southwestern angle .of the compound to samp]e the
stratigraphy in this area and to check for traces of structures which m1ght have
been built in the angle.

Sthatighaphy

Stratum 1 was a loose, tan dirt containingka few fragments of a modern beer bot-
‘tle. The stratum was 1 cm thick.

Stratum 2 was a more firmly packed tén clay, relatively flat and 5 cm thick.
It contained only a few fragments of bone.

In stratum 3, several components were found. These consisted of two layers of
animal manure with a Tayer of tan silty clay between. The upper component of
manure, 10 cm thick, was fragmented into small pieces, while the lower was in
large chunks, and was 13 cm thick. .

Stratum 4 was a dark gray-brown, ashy-looking sand 6 cm thick, and contaihed
two ceramic sherds and some bone fragments. It appeared to be dust or dirt
which had collected onto the underlying hard-packed gray clay surface, stratum
5.

Stratum 5 contained several sherds in its top 2 to 3 cm. Below this occupation
surface the hard clay was sterile.

In the southwestern quadrant of the surface of stratum 5 was a post hole ca.
15 cm in diameter. This post hole had rocks packed into it around its edges,
apparently to wedge the post into p]ace The post hole extended 45 cm below
the surface of stratum 5.

Observations

The hard-packed earthen surface of stratum 5 resembled that found in Unit 6,
but the overlying dark ashy sand is not seen in that unit. No explanation for
this odd stratum can be offered. :

After the unknown episode which produced this dark, sandy layer (stratum 4),
the same manure deposition occurred here as occurred in Units 8 and 10 below.
The thickness of the manure layer and its restriction to the southern and
eastern portions of the compound may indicate that the animals producing the
deposition were penned here, separated from the rest of the compound by a
fence. _
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UNIT & (see Fig. 5)

Unit 8 was established to test for possible structures within the southeastern
angle of the compound, and to examine the strata in this area. It was a 1 x 2
m unit with its Tong axis east and west.

Strhatighaphy

Stratum 1 was a hard-packed, 1ight brown clay and sand layer with a considerable
amount of stone debris. It ranged in thickness from 10 cm near the wall to 4 cm
at the west end of the unit.

Stratum 2 was a thick layer of manure ca. 31 cm deep. It was divided into two
horizontal components as were the manure strata in Units 7 and 10. The upper com-
ponent was 12 cm thick and consisted of fragmented manure in-a matrix of brown
sandy silt, while the lower was 18 cm thick and was much more solidly bedded, with
fine multiple strata visible in the fragments as they were removed. A 1 cm thick
lTens of sandy silt with no manure separated the two components at the east end of
the unit against the wall. This lens thickened to 8 cm at the west end of the
unit, and the overlying manure component thinned to 8 cm at the same point. Most
of the artifacts from stratum 2 came from this lens of manure-free sand.

Stratum 3 was fairly dark, dusty tan sand 2 to 4 cm thick, with patches of brown
clay. It was packed onto a hard, tan sandy plaster floor.  The sand and dirt
stratum contained most of the artifacts, but several potsherds were embedded in
the surface of the floor plaster. '

The decision was made to leave the plaster floor undamaged at this stage of the
excavations.

Observations

It is assumed that the plaster floor was inside a structure in this southeastern
corner. If so, the structure left no hint on the present ground surface of walls
separating the floor from the rest of the compound, so far as could be seen while
examining the present surface in the area. In addition, the Tack of a thick de-
posit of clay and adobe on the floor indicates that there were no substantial walls
supporting a flat caliche roof over the floor, as room 3 appears to have had.

This probably indicates that the structure had wooden walls and a thatched roof.

The manure layers resemble those found in Units 7 and 10, both in general thick-
ness and the structure of the two components. They undoubtedly all represent the
same two phases of a usage of the compound as a cattle or sheep pen. Because of
the great similarity in deposition between the various areas where the manure was
seen, it is likely that the building surrounding the floor found in Unit 8 had
fallen, and did not separate it from the other areas containing animals.

UNIT 9

Unit 4 supplied only a very limited look at the stone structures along the north
wall. Peculiarities in the wall 1ines of the south side of these structures
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indicated the possibility that a doorway existed at the southwest corner of
room 2, in conjunction with a treasure-hunter's pit. Unit 9 was established
to examine the interior of a portion of room 2, and at the same time check
for the presence of a doorway in the southwestern corner of the room.

Strhatighaphy

Although a stratigraphic excavation of the unit was carried out, examination
of the stratigraphy in the walls of the unit after its completion indicated
that the room fill had been seriously disturbed, both by previous excavation
and by rodent holes. A floor level was reached at a depth of below the top
of the wall. This floor surface was extremely broken up and disturbed, but
retained enough of its characteristics to make us fairly sure of its
identification.

This floor appears to have been of a dark, hard-packed, orange-tan sandy clay,
which may or may not have had a plastered surface. The area of the possible
doorway was excavated to within a few centimeters of the level of this surface,
but when the very disturbed condition of the original surface was recognized,
the excavation was halted. If a doorway is in this area, then the excavation
of ;t should be done in a much more exacting manner than could be managed in a
1T m# unit.

Obsenvations

The multiple, disturbed strata found in room 2 indicate that much of the present
i1l of room 2 is probably treasure-hunter's back dirt, and it would appear that
most of the southwestern corner has also been disturbed by the same process.

It js very likely that the doorway into this room was in this corner. The only
other possible place for it is the center of the room's west wall, connected
with room 1. Careful excavation could possibly record the remains or imprint
of woodwork in this doorway, if it survived the disturbing effects of .the
treasure-hunter's pit.

UNIT 10 (see Fig. 6)

Unit 10 was a 1 x 1 m2 unit placed on the alignment of the east wall of the
chapel. One of the reasons for the location of this unit was to check for
any extension of the wall of the chapel across this area. A second purpose
was to examine the stratigraphy at the probable front of the chapel.

Sthatighaphy

Stratum 1 ranged from 14 to 20 cm in thickness, and was hard-packed clay with
some sandstone debris, without any patterning. This stratum ended with a

2-3 cm thick zone of red-brown sandy clay and ash in thin level lenses, forming
the division between stratum 1 and stratum 2.
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Stratum 2 was a medium gray-brown sandy loam, relatively soft, ranging from
17 to 20 cm in thickness. It overlaid a thick layer of animal dung, forming
stratum 3. This layer was divided into two horizontal components, as was
found in Unit 8. Each was about 8 to 10 cm thick. As in Unit 8, the upper
component was broken into small chunks mixed with fine tan sand, while the
Tower component was in large pieces of dung with a clear mu1t1p1e 1ayered
structure and some fine tan sand. : .

Stratum 4 was a thin zone of fine red-tan sand ranging from 0 to 4 cm in
thickness, thicker toward the west. Beneath this was a complex multi-lensed
stratum, stratum 5, which was made up of Tenses of dark brown clays, ash,
charcoal, stains, and 1ight to medium brown sandy loam. The bottommost com-
ponent of this stratum was a thin Tayer of tan sand with ash, which was ca.
.1 cm thick along the east side of the unit, and lensing out toward the west.

This was deposited onto a hard-packed surface which was a mixture of white
Time and tan clay forming stratum 6. The stratum was about 5 cm thick, and
fairly flat and level. At its base it graded into a very sandy stratum (7),
with chunks of lime and some charcoal. On the eastern side of the unit there
was some indication of fire-reddening of the tan clay surface beneath this
stratum.

Stratum 8 was a tan, sandy clay, with artifacts only in the top 2-4 cm. Along
the eastern edge of the top surface of this stratum were darker brown areas
and some apparent fire-reddening. Excavation was stopped when the clay became
sterile at about 64 cm below the surface.

Obsesrvations

The original occupation surface in this unit appears to have been the top of
stratum 8. The pattern of hard-packed tan clay with impressed artifacts is
seen also in Units 2, 3, and 11. In Unit 11, this surface had two hearth fea-
tures similar to that seen as just beginning along the east edge of Unit 10.
The artifact collection for the surface of Unit 10 was sparse, but typical of
the collections from the primary occupation e]sewhere

Strata 6 and 7 are anomalous and un1que to this unit. The lime fragments found
in these two strata were not a plaster floor, but rather broken fragments of
white plaster, white Time, sandy mortar, small limestone chips with white Time.

~ or mortar adhering to them (some are fire blackened under the lime coating), and
tan, sandy clay, which could be broken-down clay mortar. This stratum would
appear to be broken debris, possibly from a plastered and white-washed finishing
Tayer on the wall of a structure, or froma plaster floor. After this deposition
of plaster chunks, there was a midden-like deposition again resembling that in
Unit 11, but far Tess productive in bone and artifacts, and much thinner. This
occupies the position of the dark gray brown ashy sand in Unit 7. Above this
was deposited the massive slabs of multiple-Tayered animal dung with intermixed
sandy clay, the same sequence seen in Units 7 and 8, but not in 11 or 6.

UNIT 171 (see Fig. 7)

The presence of a gateway on the northwestern portion of the compound wall led us
to surmise that there might have been a gatehouse structure in the northwestern
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corner. Unit 11 was placed so as to examine the stratigraphy in the area of this
corner and to test for 'a wall at the same distance south from the north wall as
are the standing stone -walis of rooms 1, 2, and 3. The unit was 1 x 2 m in size,
with its long axis to grid north; the west side of the unit was extended beyond
the one meter point up to the wall Tine, which ran toward the northwest in this
area.

Stratighaphy

Stratum 1 was characterized by a large quantity of small stones, probably associ-
~ated with wall fall. A surprising amount of ceramics and other cultural material
was found on the surface and in stratum 1, more than was usual in other units.
The stratum was a gray-brown sandy clay of a constant 10-12 cm in thickness, and
rested on a 1-2 cm thick zone of light gray sand, ash, and scattered bone frag-
ments, the top components of stratum 2.

Stratum 2 was ash-stained in its upper several centimeters across most of the unit,
but was basically a brown, sandy clay. A number of rocks were found together in
the south quarter of the stratum, and scattered bone and ceramics in the remainder.
The deposit showed few of the characteristics of a buildup on an occupation surface.
This stratum ranged in thickness from 8 cm in the northern end of the unit to 14 cm
in the south.

Stratum 3 began as a series of lenses of ash, charcoal, and some clay and caliche
scattered across the unit. These ranged in thickness from 2 to 12 cm, and a large
quantity of articulated bone was intermixed. Large areas of red-brown clay were
intermixed. Toward the base of this stratum, the areas of ash, charcoal, and cali-
che disappeared, and the:bone concentration rapidly 'dropped off. The last several
centimeters of the stratum were a red-brown sandy clay virtually free of bone. The
total thickness of the stratum, including the ash lenses and other debris, ranged
from 18 cm in the north to 13 cm in the south, with a maximum thickness of about

20 cm in the central area of the unit.

Stratum 3 bottomed onto a hard-packed, flat surface. A number of artifacts were
packed into this flat surface, and two fire hearth features were located in the
north end of the unit. One, near the center of the north wall, was a series of
thin Tayers of ash and.charcoal overlying a circular bed of small gravel placed
in a shallow bowl-1ike depression, with considerable fire-reddening of the clay
in and around the depression. The second hearth was bisected by the east wall
of the unit, and was similar in plan and structure, being multiple ash and char-
coal layers in a shallow bowl-shaped depression. This hearth had no gravel
bedding in the depressien. Both features were about 35 cm in diameter.

A mass of rocks in the base of stratum 2 along the south side of the unit was found
to be resting on an area of discoloration and associated rodent holes in stratum 3.
As stratum 3 was removed in this area, this discoloration began to look more and
more regular, and by the time the surface of stratum 4 was reached, the area had
resolved itself in the clear outline of a footing trench surrounding a line of
circular postmold stains. The trench outlines extended eastward at right angles
to the west wall. It had parallel sides and a rounded west end, stopping just
short of the stone wall. Subsequent excavation of this trench as feature 10
showed that the trench was about 30 cm wide and 31 cm deep below the surface of
stratum 4, with straight vertical sides. The clear trace of the molid of one of
the posts could be seen extending from the bottom of the trench through stratum 3
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to its top surface. A row of small, shallow depressions was found on the bottom
of the trench, apparently the impression of the ends of the posts. The trench
fill was a tan, sandy clay, with a paler ye110w clay intermixed at the actual sur-
face of stratum 4.

The artifacts in stratum 4 were found predominantly in the top 2 to 4 cm. At a
depth of 8 cm, the red-brown clay changed to a darker, harder clay. A 50 cm?2
sampling pit was dug into this stratum an additional 10 cm; it was found to be
sterile after the first centimeter. Artifacts in the lower portion of stratum 4
and on the surface of stratum 5 were localized into three small areas, each
about 15 to 20 cm across. The general characteristics of these areas suggest
that they were rodent disturbances.

Obsenvations

The original occupation in this unit appears to have been on the surface of stratum
4, A considerable number of artifacts were pressed into this surface.

After a period of time the jacal wall trench was cut into this deposit. It can-
not be determined whether the structure associated with this wall extended to the
north or the south of it. The nature of the material deposited against the jacal
wall in stratum 3 seems to indicate that it is the buildup from garbage dumping
and fire hearth c]ean1ng—-a kitchen midden. At present it is assumed that this
type of deposit is characteristic of a buildup outside a structure, near a
doorway.

The top of stratum 3 apparently represents the destruction of the jacal and the
cessation of occupation in this area, except for a possible short-term visita-
tion represented by the thin ash and charcoal layer dividing stratum 1 from
stratum 2. Strata 1 and 2 are predominantly recent soil and wall collapse debris.

UNIT 12

There was a gap in the line of rubble marking the west wall position, which was
considered to be a gateway some 2 m wide. Unit 12, a 1 x 2 m unit with its long
axis towards the north, was situated at the south edge of this opening. It was
intended to examine the stonework at the edge of this gateway (if it were one)
and to examine the cultural deposits in the gateway opening and against the out-
side of the west wall.

Stratighaphy

Stratum 1 in the south end of the unit was the usual stone robbed wall rubble
found in most of the units sjtuated against the wall. Random fragments of sand-
stone up to 10 to 12 cm across in a matrix of tan, sandy clay were piled against
the surviving wall fragments; this overlaid a flat surface of tan, sandy clay;
the ground surface at the time the wall collapsed or robbing began. This sur-
face is ca. 5 cm below present ground surface at the face of the wall.

In the northern portion of the unit, no wall fall or equivalent stratum was
seen. _
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Stratum 2 was a hard, tan, sandy clay with charcoal chunks of caliche mortar
apparently from the bonding material in the wall, and some artifacts.

Artifacts became more scarce as the stratum was excavated. At 25 cm below
the present surface this stratum bottomed onto a flat surface of brown loam.

This brown loam formed stratum 3. As it was excavated, no artifacts were
found. The stratum was 10 cm thick, and overlaid a stratum of caliche,
pebbles, and brown clay, which became more solidly caliche within the first
2 to 3 cm. This was stratum 4, and was also sterile.

The footing trench for the wall was found to have been excavated from the top
of stratum 3, and was 25 cm deep below that surface, extending 15 cm into the
stratum of caliche. The footing was well built and consisted of rough stone
laid into a bedding of hard, 1ight gray mortar which filled the trench. There
were some charcoal fragments intermixed with the mortar.

The wall extended across the entire length of Unit 12 with no sign of any
break. '

Obsenvations

The apparent gap in the structure of the west wall on the surface may be the
result of extensive stone robbing or even bulldozing, but does not reflect
the actual structure of the wall. The lack of any artifact deposition of
note outside the wall js taken to indicate that no doorway or gateway was
near this portjon of the wall, and indicates that very little occupation
occurred outside of the wall.

UNIT 13

A local informant indicated that a circular structure resembling a Time kiln
had been found outside the north compound wall while the area around the site
was being plowed. In an attempt to Tocate this structure, Unit 13 was placed
outside the north wall near room 3 in a bowl-shaped depression of about 4 m
in diameter.

Stnatighaphy

Stratum 1 was an almost sterile hard tan clay, 10 cm in thickness. It overlaid
a multiple-lensed stratum of silts and ash with charcoal, burned bone, and some
ceramics, all excavated as stratum 2.

Beneath the zone of burned material and artifacts was a zone of almost sterile
dark brown clay containing only a few bones. This zone was included with stratum
2. The total thickness of stratum 2 was 34 cm.

Stratum 3 was a lighter, sandy-brown clay with numerous bones and some ceramics.
Some ash and charcoal were present. Several large bones were found in the south-
western corner of this stratum, including an almost complete bovine skull showing
distinct butchering marks.
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Stratum 3 ended on a yellow-white caliche surface which sloped steeply up from the
southwest corner of the unit toward the northeast. The unit was too small to de-
termine whether this surface was part of a man- -made ho]e or a natura1 feature of
the ground in this area.

Observations

It is possible that the feature found in the bottom of Unit 13 was a trash pit dug
by hand or a dump into a natural depression or gully. The artifacts are not very
concentrated, however, and a firm 1dent1f1cat1on of the deposit must wa1t for
further work in the area.

The bovine skull found in stratum 3 had been opened with an ax or butcher knife.
The back of the skull is gone, implying that the brain was being removed. The
flesh on the skull was not cocked off, since the skull was apparently still ful-
ly fleshed when it was dropped into the dump; several large fragments of the base
of the skull were found broken free and separated from the rest of the bone but
still approximately in p1ace, apparently held in roughly the correct position by
flesh.

This trash pit or gully was then covered by tan sandy clay until it had a Tevel
surface, and almost sterile soil was deposited above this as the lower component
of stratum 2. Finally, a number of thin layers of ash, silt, charcoal, and some
bone and other artifacts were collected on this surface. After this, most arti-
fact deposition ceased, and stratum 1 formed as another layer of 1arge1y sterile
clay. '

UNIT 14

It was hoped that an area in the northern part of the state-owned property could
be used as the visitors' center for the proposed work. To determine whether this
area had any indications of a prior occupation, historic or prehistoric, a 1 m?
unit was placed in the approximate center for the proposed location. An earlier
surface survey indicated that very little cultural material was to be found in
this area, but a deep test was necessary to check this conclusion.

Sthatighaphy

No stratigraphy was observed, other than a slight change in color and texture at

ca. 30 cm, probably indicating the bottom of the plow zone. The soil was a dark

red-brown sandy clay. Four flakes of chert were found in the plow zone, but were
considered to be plow fractures from the numerous large chert cobbles scattered ‘
through the soil. ‘The excavation was taken 20 cm below the base of the plow zone
with no further indications of cultural mater1a]

Obsenvations

No artifacts were found in the surface examination of the visitors' center area,
and this, in conjunction with the complete lack of any cultural debris subsur-
face, indicates that there 1s no occupation on this hill, either aboriginal or
historical.
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UNIT-15

The location of the southwestern angle of the compound wall and the line of the
eastern wall was known. Unit 15 was placed to establish the exact position of
the south wall near the southeastern angle, and to examine the ground surfaces
and stratigraphy outside the south wall.

Stratighaphy

Stratum 1 consisted of 2 to 4 cm of brown, sandy clay with a great deal of veg-
etal matter and some small rocks and pebbles.

Stratum 2 was a zone of wall debris with most of the large rock removed, as
usual. The Tlower limit of the stratum was approximately level, while the top
sloped upward to the remains of the wall. Larger rocks are found lower in the
stratum. A large heap of debris and wall rubble Tlay along the inside of the
wall line, and, in fact, is higher at its crest than the top of the surviving
wall fragments.

Beneath the wall rubble was a thin Tens of white mortar spilled or washed onto
a rock-free soil surface. This strongly resembles the mortar between the stones
of the wall, and probably represents a decay of the wall fabric or a sp111 of
mortar during construction.

Stratum 3 below this thin white lens was a gray tan, with some charcoal and a
few rocks and pebbles. Very few artifacts were seen in this stratum, and after
ca. 5 cm it was decided to excavate only a 50 cm? quadrant in the southwest
corner. This was taken to a depth of 10 cm below the top of stratum 3 w1th
only one chert flake found.

Obsenvations

The top of stratum 3 was ground surface when the wall was constructed. Virtually
no occupation debris was found, indicating that there is a good probability that
no doorway or gateway was nearby. The unit resembles Unit 12 in general char-
acteristics of artifact deposition, and again indicates that very little occupa-
tional activity took place outside the compound at any time during the active
1ife of the site.

THE ARTIFACTS

For the purpose of interpreting the history of the site occupation, the arti-
facts recovered in the test excavations at Las Cabras can be divided into two
basic time periods. Those which are commonly found on 18th century sites in

the San Antonio River valley (see Schuetz 1969; Scurlock and Fox 1977; Greer
1967.; Tunnell 1966; Gilmore 1974, 1975) are grouped together and considered to

be of the Spanish occupation period. Artifacts which date to the late 19th and
early 20th centuries can with confidence be attributed to later, sporadic visits
by local hunters, picnickers, and treasure hunters. The following brief descrip-
tions summarize the various types of artifacts found and, wherever possible, show
the basis for dating each type.
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The Spanish Occupation

The artifact assemblage found at this site contains objects which are also com-
monly found on all Spanish Colonial sites at San Antonio and Goliad. The groups
represented include ceramics, glass, metal, and stone artifacts; some were manu-
factured in Mexico and brought to Texas by the Spaniards, some were made at local
sites by the Indians or the Spanish citizens, and some were made locally using
raw materials brought from Mexico. While it is generally possible to determine
whether an object was made locally or in Mexico, insufficient information has as
yet been obtained to be able to say exactly when many of the artifacts were made
or by which group. However, as more sites are excavated, the dates when specific
objects reached this -area are gradually being determined. - -

CERAMICS

Ceramic sherds are generally the most numerous artifacts found in Spanish occupa-
tion sites. They are also the most useful for dating:deposits and features,
since ceramics apparently were extremely sensitive to changes in style and tech-
nology, and reflect the needs and diet of the population. Thus, a particular
variety would appear, become popular or readily available, and then in a rela-
tively short time be replaced by a different variety. By studying these periods
of popularity, it has been possible to establish a chronology for dating sites
and .structures within them. The shapes and sizes of vessels can also be used

to infer information on what sort of diet the people had, particularly when
combined with analysis of the animal bones found in the discarded refuse areas.

Unglazed wares

The most common ceramic types found on Spanish sites are fragments of unglazed
bowls and jars. These can be divided into a locally made, hand-built ware
commonly called Goliad ware (Fig. 8,k-q), and a wheel-made type which is more
sophisticated both in construction and in firing technique. Goliad ware was
fired over open campfires and shows the ‘distinctive dark cores and variegated
surface colors of such firing. The wheel-made pottery was evenly fired to a
somewhat higher temperature, probably in a primitive kiln of some sort.

Goliad ware has a distinctive red brown to dark brown-color and contains white
flecks of crushed bone. Asphalt is occasionally used for decoration or crack
mending. This ware was apparently an outgrowth of the pottery made by local
prehistoric peoples. It continued in use through the Spanish Colonial period,
with comparatively Tittle change in construction or appearance. Of particular
interest in this collection are two flat sherds which appear to be from comales
or griddles, one of which bears fabric impressions (Fig. 8,m-n). Very few
sherds of comafes -have been found on Texas sites, although mission inventories
always list them. Probably the ones most commonly used were made of metal
rather than ceramic. ' :

Wheel-made wares tend to be pinkish tan to tan with a rather sandy paste. One
variety has red-painted designs (Fig. 8,j). A soft, low-fired variety, found
frequently in 18th century sites in San Antonio and referred to here as Valero
ware, may have been manufactured in San Antonio (Fox, Bass, and Hester 1976:67).

Unglazed, burnished wares made in the traditidn of pre-Columbian Mexican pottery
are also represented on Spanish sites. These include a red ware with burnished
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Figure 8. Cenamics from Rancho de Las Cabnras.

IMPORTED CERAMICS

a.

k,1.

Huejotzingo blue- banded cup fragment from Unit
]], stratum 1

Red burn1shed ware bowl sherd from the surface
outside the southeast corner.

Galera ware fragment from Unit 3, stratum 1.

French faience plate fragment, two shades of blue
on white, from the surface outside the southeast
corner,

Chinese porcelain, pa]e blue on white, from Unit
3, stratum 4.

San Elizario majolica plate fragment, blue and
brown on white, from the surface outside the
southeast corner.

Monterey Po1ychrome'majo1ica plate fragment,
yellow, orange, brown and green on white, from

Unit 8, strata 1 and 2.

Blue on white majolica bowl fragment from Unit
3, stratum 1.

Yellow-glazed, sandy paste heavy bowl fragment
from Unit 11, stratum 2.

Unglazed, wheel-made jar with red painted design,
found 1in Shovel Test 1.

Sherds with asphaltum from Unit 11, stratum 3,
and Shovel- Test 1.

Comalens fragmeht from Unit 11, stratum 4.

Fabric-impressed comafes sherd from Unit 3,
stratum 4.

Fragment of wide-mouthed (ca. 7 cm) jar from
Shovel Test 1.

Handle fragment from Unit 3, stratum 3.

Portion of jar with constricted neck (ca. 5 cm)
from Shovel Test 1.
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designs on a matte background (Fig. 8,b), probably from the Valley of Mexico, and
a variety with tan paste, slipped with red, black, or polychrome decoration and
‘highly burnished, which was made in Tonala, Jalisco.

Lead~glazed wtility wares

Vessels within this classification can be divided into two basic groups according
to the content of the paste from which they are made and the technology used. Com-
paratively thick-walled wheel-made bowls and ollas with a sandy paste and a yellow
or green glaze (Fig. 8,1) appear to be the second most common type of pottery used
throughout the 18th century. Bowls occasionally have dark brown or green bands at
the rim or center of the base. Since no indication has so far been found that
glazing was practiced at the Tocal settlements, it can be assumed that these ves-
sels were imported from pottery making centers in Mexico.

Thinner-walled vessels with a finer paste, which contains Tittle if any sand, ap-
peared in Texas sometime soon after 1750 (Fox 1977a). Made primarily in the form
of chocolate pots and bean pots, these vessels were mold-made in two parts and
joined at the shoulder in a comparatively thick and sloppy seam. Decoration con-
sists of dark brown and cream bands, dots, and floral designs, which occasionally
have touches of green. Known by archaeologists as galera ware, this variety of
ceramics apparently was popular from Texas to California during the last half of
%he 18th gentury. Only two sherds of this ware were found in the excavations
Fig. 8,c).

Other lead-glazed wares are generally present in small amounts, including thin,

red ware bowls with a mahogany colored glaze attributed by Schuetz (1969:51) to
Guadalajara, and sherds of black Tuster vessels probably originating in Michoacan
(£bid.:52). Also found in most Texas sites are occasional sherds of heavy, wheel-
thrown olive jars, commonly used for shipping olive 0il and wine on Spanish vessels
around the world (Goggin 1964:253). These often have a white slip on the outside
and a pale green to dark green glaze applied to the inside of the jar.

Tin-enameled waies

Commonly called majolica, this type of ware was made in Mexico, primarily in the

city of Puebla. The ceramic type is often used for dating Spanish occupation sites
because the style of decoration changed most perceptibly through the 17th to 19th
centuries. While a number of discrete varieties have been established within the
general categories described for this site, it is nearly impossible to sort a col-
Tection made up of such small fragments into anything more than color classifications.

A Targe percentage of the sample recovered consists of plain, white sherds, some
of which are from undecorated portions of deep plates and cups. Two plain, un-
decorated cups or bowls are represented by rim fragments. Undecorated majolica
was made throughout the 18th century (Lister and Lister 1974:30).

Another group of sherds contains blue decoration on a white background. Included
in this category are probably pieces of Puebla Blue-on-White (Fig. 8,h) and blue-
banded Huejotzingo (Fig. 8,a), which were popular throughout the 18th century
(Lister and Lister 1976:134-136).
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A group of sherds which are white with blue and a touch of dark brown or black
represent vessels of San Elizario (Fig. 8,f), popular during the last half of
the 18th century (Gerald 1968'46), and appeared in San Antonio about 1760,

Sherds decorated in polychrome comprise the last and smallest ma3011ca cate-
gory present on the site. Of the total of 10 sherds, four from Unit 8 can be
positively identified as Monterey Polychrome (Fig. 8,g), which May (Barnes
and May 1972:36), dates -from 1800 to 1830 in California and Barnes (<b.id.:12)
reports was present in the Santa Cruz valley of Arizona from 1790 to 1830.
The remaining six po]ychrome sherds were all found on and directly above the
occupation surface in Un1t 11 -They. appear to represent types popular from
1750 to 1850. ‘ » : : ‘

One sherd of French faience, a tin-enameled ware similar to majolica, was
found on the surface (Fig. 8,d). It is distinguished from majolica by the
dull appearance of the enamel and a tendency of the glaze to flake or peel
from the surface of the paste (Tunnell and Ambler 1967:35). This sherd
bears a soft blue design on a white background, the paste 1is a yellowish
tan. The design is similar to.that on a platter excavated at a fort on the
upper Mississippi which was occupied by the French from 1756 to 1765 (Brown
1975:94 and Fig. 3).

Poncelain

Another type of ceramic which is found in small:quantities on Spanish sites:

is Chinese porcelain. Bowls of this ware were brought to Mexico from the

Orient on Spanish galleons, made their way to Mexico City, and then came to

the frontier on the supply trains or among the personal belongings of Spanish

%itizens.) One sherd of blue and white porcelain was recovered from Unit 3
Fig. 8,e).

GLASS OBJECTS

Glass containers.in Spanish sites are generally Timited:to occasional wine
bottles and small medicine bottles.. In this case, only a few fragments of
glass were found which could be confidently identified as being of 18th
-century manufacture. Two fragments of olive green wine bottles were recovered.
One, part of the neck and rim of a bottle (Fig. 9,h), was identical in appear-
ance and construction to one excavated at Presidio San Agustin de Ahumada
(Tunnell and Ambler 1967:46 and Fig. 8) Pres1d1o Ahumada was built in 1766
and abandoned in 1771. ' '

A small, thin aquamarine fragment is probably from a pharmaceutical or medicine
bottle. This color was predominant in the 18th century (Noel Hume 1970:74),

and a rim sherd from a similar-appearing bottle was recovered from 18th century
deposits at Alamo Plaza (Fox, Bass, and Hester 1976:70 and Fig. 20)

Glass trade beads from Venice, Italy, are present on most Spanish sites. Small,
colorful beads were given to the Indians to decorate their clothing and posses-
sions or to string for necklaces. Jewelry containing glass sets was also
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brought to the frontier as gifts for the Indians. Three small, blue trade
beads found in Units 2 and 3 are R. K. Harris' Type 48 (Harris and Harris
1967:144). Identical beads have been found at Mission Rosario (Gilmore
1975:131), at Mission San Juan Capistrano (Schuetz 1969:59), and at most
other 18th century sites. Harris (ibid.) says of this type:

Occurs in small numbers in most north Texas sites from.
1700 to 1767. Occurs in larger numbers between 1767
and about 1836 and then disappears.

A blue faceted glass inset (Fig. 9,c) meant to be modnted in a piece of jewelry
was recovered from Unit 3. It is similar to those found at other Spanish sites,
but cons1derab1y larger than any so far recorded, being 14 mm across and 7 mm
thick.

Black Jet faceted rosary beads have been found at a number of Spanish s1tes :
A complete rosary containing such beads was found with a burial dating ca. 1763
to 1785 at Mission San Juan Capistrano (Schuetz 1969:215 and Plate 21). The
bead found in this site is identical to those from San Juan and to a number of
jet beads recovered at Mission Espiritu Santo and displayed in the museum there.

METAL OBJECTS

Artifacts made of metal are not numerous in 18th century sites. Perhaps the
most common metal objects in these. sites are fragments of copper or brass
kettles and other containers. Metal was so precious on the frontier that these
vessels were used until they wore out; they were then cut up and the pieces
used for patching other vessels or for making other objects. Vessel fragments
were found in Unit 2 and in direct contact with the plaster floor in Unit 4.

An interesting artifact made from scrap metal is an arrow point-shaped object
found in Unit 2 (Fig. 9,f). A nearly identical point, but made of sheet iron,
was found in excavations at Mission San Juan Capistrano (Schuetz 1969:Plate 23G).
R. K. Harris reported that several points of this type were found on the Brazos
R1¥er at a site inhabited by the Towakoni tribe in the mid- 19th century (.ibid.:
49

Another metal object found in a Spanish context is the copper furniture tack.
This consists of a convex head of brass or copper with a shank of brass or iron.
The head of one such tack was found in Unit 3 (Fig. 9.,d).

Hardware fragments diagnostic of 18th century Spanish furniture are rare in
San Antonio valley sites. Especially interesting, therefore, is a small link
or pin hinge (Fig. 9,e) from Unit 3. Although identical to those used to hang
doors in Spanish structures, this one is the proper size to have been on a
cabinet door or the 1id of a storage chest.

Various types of ornamental buckles were used by the Spanish in the 18th century.
An iron object from Unit 11 was probably a shoe buckle (Fig. 9,g9). According
to Noel Hume (1970:86), shoe buckles were popular in the 18th century, and went
out of use by about 1815.
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Two lead musket balls (Fig. 9,a-b) were recovered from Unit 3. They measure
1.5 cm in diameter, or .59 calibre. Although various sizes of musket balls
have been found on Spanish sites 1ittle is known yet about the types of
weapons used in the San Antonio area during this period.

STONE OBJECTS

The prehistoric tradition of working chert to make tools and weapons was appar-
ently continued well into the 18th century in the San Antonio River Valley (Fox
1977b:16). Thin, bifacially worked chert artifacts made in the traditional forms
(Fig. 9,0-p) are often present on Spanish sites. Fragments of two such bifaces
?ere foun? in Unit 2, and the base of a punch or drill came from Unit 11

Fig. 9.q).

A particular type of triangular projectile point seems to be found primarily on
Spanish Colonial sites in Texas. These are commonly referred to as "mission"
points (Fox 1979:26), or the tentative Guewrero type (Hester 1977). Three of
these points were recovered (Fig. 9,1,m and n).

Two steeply bitted chert tools were found in Unit 3. They were made from
thick flakes each showing considerable wear on one edge (Fig. 9,r-s).

An 18th century introduction to the local stone-working industry was the gun
flint, necessary for firing the escopetas and pistols brought-to the frontier
by the Spanish. Some flints were imported from Europe, of which one example
(Fig. 9,k) was found in Unit 2. Two others made of 1ocal chert (Fig. 9,i-j)
were probably made on the site or in San Antonio. These were found in Units
3 and 11.

A fragment of fine-grained limestone ca. 14 cm square (Unit 3) is highly
polished on one face from use as a grinding stone, and in addition bears
numerous shallow scratches similar to marks made by knife sharpening. This
type of stone is not found in the area and would probably have been brought
from San Antonio or elsewhere in the Hill Country. Similar multi-purpose
tools are found on both prehistoric and historic sites in the general area.

BUILDING MATERTALS

In addition to stone and adobe structures, many Spanish sites also contained
buildings of poles and clay, popularly called jacafes. Fragments of burned
clay daub which may have come from the walls of such buildings were found in
Units 2, 3, and 12.

Spanish buildings were often plastered. Fragments of wall plaster were recovered
from several units. Lime for this plaster was probably burned on the site in a
kiln similar to those at the San Antonio missions.

FOOD REMAINS

Large amounts of discarded animal bone were recovered from most of the excava-
tion units. In addition, fragments of river mussel shells and occasional
chicken egg shells were found. These remains are listed in Table 2.
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Figure 9. Antifacts $rom Rancho de Las Cabras.

GLASS AND METAL ARTIFACTS

a,b. Lead musket balls, .59 calibre, from Unit 3,
strata 1 and 2.

c. Blue faceted glass inset from Unit 3, stratum 2.
d. Head of copper tack frem Unit 3, stratum 2.
e. Iron link hinge from Unit 3, stratum 1.

f. Possible arrow point of copper from Unit 2,
stratum 1.

g. Iron buckle from Unit 11, stratum 2.

h. Olive green wine bottle neck fragment, from
Unit 12, stratum 1.

i. Locally made gun flint from Unit 11, stratum 2.
J. Locally made gun flint from Unit 3, stratum 1.

k. Imported gun flint of dark brown, translucent chert,
from Unit 2, stratum 3.

WORKED STONE

1. Arrow point from Unit 3, stratum 4,

m. Arrow point from Unit 3, stratum 1.

n. Arrow point from Shovel Test 1.

o. Thin biface fragment from Unit 2, stratum 1.

p. Thin biface fragment from Unit 2, stratum 1,

q. Punch or drill fragment from Unit 11, stratum 1.
r. Bifacially worked.too\ from Unit 3, stratum 1,

s. Bifacially worked tool from Unit 3, stratum 2.
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TABLE 2. VERTEBRATE FAUNA RECOVERED FROM LAS CABRAS

FISH

Gar ' : Lepisosteus sp.

Alligator Gar. : ' Lepisosteus.

Longnosed Gar ' - o B LepiAo4teuA odseus

REPTILES

Turtles
Hardshell Turtle Testudines 7
Softshell Turtle - _ Trionix sp.

Snakes ' - '
Moccasin . ' Agkriston sp,
Rattlesnake ; o Crotalus sp.

BIRDS
Chicken (domestic) . Gallus gallus
Turkey (wild) 7 _ Meleagnis gallopavo
MAMMALS -

Carnivores :

Hog-nosed skunk Conepatus Leuconotus
Wolf 3 Canis sp.
Cat ’ ‘ Felidae ?

Rodents
Squirrel - Scivius sp.

Common cotton rat o ‘ Sigmodon hispidus

Lagomorghsv | : ;
Cottontail , Sylvilagus cf gLoridanus
Blacktailed Jackrabbit Lepus californicus

Artiodactyles -

Javalina : Pecarni angulatus

European pig ' : - Sus scrofa

Cow , : Bos sp.

Sheep/goat . Ovis sp./Capra sp.
Identifiable bone weight 19,340 grams

Unidentifiable bone weight 13,495 grams
Total bone weight 32,835 grams



40

19th and 20th Century Artifacts

Artifacts dating to the Tate 19th and early 20th centuries were found on the sur-
face or in the first stratum of excavation units. These included one sherd of
Ironstone chinaware popular in the late 19th century, a handle from a stoneware
jug made at the Meyer pottery in Atascosa sometime between 1887 and 1940 (Greer
and Black 1971:3,11), and two fragments of stone ware with a Bristol glaze which
would have been made after 1900 (Georgeanna Greer, personal communication). Also
recovered were fragments of Tate :19th and 20th century glass beverage bottles, cut
and wire nails, tin can fragments, baling wire, and a number of cartridge cases
dating from post-Civil War times to the recent past.

The Temporal Range of Site Occupation

The artifact sample indicates an occupation beginning at about the time San Elizario
majolica was becoming popular in Texas, or ca. 1760. The occupation ended with the
end of the period of popularity of Monterey Polychrome, which can be tentatively
dated in Texas to ca. 1820.

The sample of 19th and 20th century artifacts indicates that no significant occupa-
tion occurred after about 1810.

CONCLUSIONS
Fourteen small test units constitute an extremely limited sample upon which to base

any definite statements about the structural history or the cultural patterns of
the Las Cabras site, but a general outline can be suggested.

Structural History

The occupation began with the construction of the compound in about 1760. The walls
of the compound and of three or four rooms along the north side were all apparently
built in one continuous operation. The rooms along the north were probably flat-
roofed of lime and clay over log supports. Most of the compound was a hard-packed
clay surface. One main entrance was through the north wall just west of the stone
rooms, and there may have been another main entrance near the northeast angle. It
is Tikely that Zorreon-type bastions were at the northwest and southeast angles.
These were cylindrical structures less than 3-1/2 meters across, possibly made of
a less durable material than the sandstone walls, and intended as a watch post and
protected rifleman's position for firing along the outer faces of the walls, not as
a cannon position.

Apparently the sandstone walls were left as bare rock throughout the site, including
the surfaces within the north rooms, with the exception of the fourth room on the
north, the chapel.

The chapel 1is so-called because popular Tegend says it once was exactly that.

Although there is not direct evidence to support this attribution, the several
peculiarities to be seen in the northeast angle make such. a label reasonable,

and it is accepted for now.
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The chapel and the entire northeast corner of the compound are enigmatic.

There is some evidence to indicate that the chapel structure was built after

the original plan of the compound. For example, there is a butt joint between
the face of the north wall and the end of the chapel wall where it angles out
from this face. Such a joint usually indicates that the two walls so joined
were built at different times. A second peculiarity is the difference in thick-
ness between the chapel . walls from this butt joint on toward the north, which is
ca. 64 cm, and the thickness of the west wall of the chapel south of th1s joint,
ca. 46 cm.

There is an acceptable reason for the chapel to be at this odd angle relative to
the rest of the compound: +this allows it to face nearly due east, a desirable
(but not necessary) characteristic for a church. There is no good reason for

the chapel's west - wall to turn at this angle as part of a secular structure, un-
less we assume an earlier pattern of original wall lines, corners, and a bastion
or gateway to have been in this area. Such a possibi]ity can be checked by
future work. For now we assume that the chapel is contemporary with at 1east the
first years of the occupation of the compound.

A second feature of the compound which may not have been original is the room or
rooms along the south wall, one of which is suggested by the plaster floor found
in Unit 8. The presence of this floor with no clearly apparent walls dividing
it from the rest of the compound argues.for walls made of adobe or jacal, added
after the main structure was built. Supporting this supposition is the lack of
a thick bed of roofing adobe such as was apparently found in room 3 (Unit 4).
The absence of this material argues for the presence of a grass roof such as was
used on jacales, which did not have the strength to support a heavy clay roof.
Such an added structure on the south may have been a utility building, but the
plaster floor implies that it was a habitation. This may indicate that the popu-
lation within the compound began to increase, requiring more housing, or that
there was some class difference between the various components of the original
occupants.

As the occupation of the site continued, Indian attacks along the San Antonio
River Valley increased markedly. This increased threat may be the reason that
the original northwest gateway was blocked by a masonry plug, probably narrowing
it down to a doorway-sized opening. The work was done by people who understood
the basics of stonework sufficiently to dig a footing trench for the plug, but
who were far from accomplished stone masons. They built a very haphazard con-
struction, but one which apparently served its purpose of reducing a dangerous
opening.

At about the same time that the northwest gate was filled, a jacal was built
inside the west wall near the northwest angie. A trench was dug from the stone
wall outward into the compound, and tall posts were set into this trench close
together. The gaps between the posts were probably filled with sticks, grass,
or rocks, and the structure then covered with a coating of clay. No indication
of a plaster floor was seen on the very small area of the interior of the struc-
ture uncovered by Unit 11. Outside of its north wall, against the stone wall of
the compound, a midden of trash, ashes and garbage from the kitchen began to
pile up. Another trash dump, in a hole apparently dug for this purpose, was
found outside a doorway remaining in the north wall. The construction of this
jacal, and possibly others in the same area, argues for a further increase in
the population within the compound.
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Probably contemporary with the construction of the jacafes on the west was some
event involving the chapel, represented by a stratum of what appears to be mortar
and plaster spill in Unit 10 (strata 6 and 7). This may signify the construc-
tion of the chapel, or a remodeling of it. Since the material found is finishing
rather than destruction debris, which should have left large stone rubble scat-
tered at this Tevel, we may assume a continued existence for the chapel during
this period. There is a buildup of multiple lenses of occupation debris above
these strata, probably contemporary with the midden deposit in Unit 11, but
without the quantities of ash and bone seen there.

This is followed by a massive deposition of animal manure, apparently all along
the east and south areas of the compound. The presence of this material so near
the front of the chapel in Unit 10 would indicate that the chapel was no longer
in use. The plaster floor in the southeast angle was also buried under a thick
bed of manure, indicating that certainly the room was no longer used as a resi-
dence, and may even have collapsed as a structure by this time.

The jacal built inside the west wall also apparently collapsed or was torn down,
and this also may have happened before the manure deposition began. We will
assume that the manure layer indicates a long-term use of the compound as a
stock pen, and that this occurred after the effective abandonment of the site
as a habitation. This would make the destruction of the jacal on the west wall
and the abandonment and slow decay of the stone-walled rooms, the chapel on the
north and the probably jacaf on the south, roughly contemporary events. This,
based on very limited artifactual evidence, probably occurred in ca. 1800.

After a period of use as a stockpen, the site entered a period of complete

abandonment and decay. The evidence indicates that from perhaps 1800 untii
extensive stone robbing began in the early 1900s, virtually no artifacts of
any kind were left on the site. Only sparse examples of small fires can be
considered evidence for an occasional short-term camp within the ruins.

Historical Context

An examination of several historical sources supplies us with a general framework
within which to place the preceding outline of the structural and occupational
sequences of the site.

Ignacio Calvillo and his daughter, Maria are strongly linked to these ruins in
Tocal oral history. Weddle and Thonhoff (1976:148) have shown that Ignacio
Calvillo was a rancher in the San Antonio River Valley as early as 1778, and
is indicated as being the owner of the Rancho del Paso de las Mujeres by 1782.
In 1791, this ranch was indicated as being still in use by Ignacio Calvillo.
It is Tisted as having been improved, but is without any residents at that
date (Chabot 1937:168; Bexar Archives, Roll 21, #872, November 8, 1791).

In 1809, Calvillo sought full title to the ranch from Mission Espada (Ramsdell
1960). In 1814, Calvillo was killed by hostile Indians who attacked his ranch.
“Ten to twelve people, including several women and children, managed to escape"
and reach Mission Espada (Habig 1968:221).
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The Mexican government regranted the ranch to Calvillo's daughter Maria in
1828, because ‘the original title had been lost (Ramsde]] 1960).

Information about the area before Ignacio Calvillo became connected with it is
limited. In the inventory of Espada Mission made in 1762, the mission ranch is
said to have "a good stone house where the cowboys and shepherds could Tive
comfortably” (Habig 1968:215). Father Gaspar Jose Solis mentions passing through
el Rancho de las Cabras" in 1768, but gives no details other than that it was
on the west side of the San Antonio River (Hab1g n. d 3)

Father Juan Augustin Morfi mentioned that Rancho de 1as Cabras had.26 residents
in about 1777, and Fr. Mariano Vasconcelos narrates an incident in.1781, where
Felipe and Anastacio. Lopez were killed by Indians after having left the Rancho
de las Cabras (Habig n.d.:5,6; Narvais 1977:17).

Complications in the historical picture arose with the appearance of evidence that
Las Cabras was in operation at the same time that Calvillo.was operating Rancho
del Paso de las Mujeres (Bexar Archives, Roll 18, #005, January 8, 1787). Finally,
the Rancho de las. Cabras, immediately south of Calvillo property, was granted to
Manuel Barrera in 1833. Since the structure we have been investigating is not on
Bagrera s Las Cabras property, does this mean that it is not the Rancho de.las
Cabras?

There is Tittle reason to doubt that the land eventually granted to Calvillo and
later to: his daughter belonged to Mission Espada, nor that the site. discussed in
this report is old enough to have been referred to as "a good stone: house" in

1762. It is 1ikely that the problem is only one of a lack of knowledge and under-
standing. The ranch of a mission was.the land, not a building on that land, and
it is Tikely that.the entire ranch tract of Espada was called Rancho de las Cabras.
When Calvillo acquired a portion of the ranch in ca. 1780, he may have named this
property el Paso de las. Mujeres, and at the same time have had the ancient mission
of Las Cabras on the same property, while the remainder of the ranch to the south
continued to be called the Rancho .de.las Cabras. The questions to be investigated,
then, are as follows: Exactly what system of buildings were built in the tract of
the Espada Ranch, and was any specific structure named Rancho de las Cabras? Can
the Calvillo Rancho be identified with the structure under 1nvest1gat1on, or shown
explicity to have been a different place? '

Life in the Compound

A few general statements can be made about the people who lived in this structure,
and how they lived.

One of the most pronounced contrasts of the site is that between the large expendi-
ture of time and money required to build such a structure, and the obvious lack of
wealth of its occupants, so.far as we know them from the archaeological evidence.
The most likely deduction which can be made from this is that the person or persons
who paid for this establishment did not Tlive here. A well-to-do family could have
Tived on the site and had their. household trash and garbage dumped somewhere other
than any of the areas we samp1ed but this is unlikely.
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Some indication of what animals were being eaten can be seen in the faunal
inventory. Not only were cattle and sheep being used, but fish and turtles
from the river, squirrels and rabbits from the surrounding wooded and grassy
areas, several varieties of birds including domestic chicken, and apparently
anything else that came to hand were also meat for the pot. No indication
of vegetal contributions to the diet were seen in the archaeology. The frag-
ment of a possibie comal does, however, hint at the baking of tortillas from
corn meal, among other uses.

Apparently a major part of the food was prepared largely in the form of stews
and soups in pots and bowls exposed directly to the fire, and eaten from bowls
and deep plates. Tortillas probably served as one of the main eating utensils
along with fingers.

One noticeable Tack in the artifact sample is that of galera ware. Two explana-
tions are Tikely: either the time of the occupation is wrong, or there are
cultural-economic factors at work reducing the amount which does occur to a
very low level. Two sherds were found in the top two strata of Unit 3, indi-
cating that the ceramic was in use on the site, and all indications of the
period of use of galera say that it began to appear in Texas about 1750, or a
little Tater and continued through the century and well into the nineteenth
century. We would have expected at least ten times as high a count of sherds
of this material. Apparently the Tack is significant, and would seem to be
culturally or economically derived. It is suggested that galera is associated
with a group of activities peculiar to a moderately well-to-do economic status,
and that the lack here may be caused by a set .of food.preparation activities
associated with a relatively Tow economic status.  If future excavation reveals
a continued low level of galera, or shows that it appears only in certain
contexts on the site, such a conjecture may be tested against the pattern of
appearance, or lack of it. : o

This structure must have served as the headquarters of a ranch. This means that
all who 1ived here are concerned, directly or indirectly, with the raising of
livestock. The yearly cycles of 1ife were geared to the movements and habits of
the herds in the area. The cattle were effectively feral; that is, they were
wild animals who belonged to a given ranch, in most cases, only because they
happened to be on the land of that ranch at the time of roundup. Branding was
relatively rare.

Cattle were worth Tittle in themselves. Certainly the people of this ranch did
not need thousands of cattle for their own use. Cattle would be considered as
wealth only insofar as they could be exchanged for other necessities or luxuries.
The existence of the ranch indicates that there was a demand for the cattle.
This means that the routines of herding, protection, and branding were all pre-
dominantly directed towards getting the cattle to their market. Such a process
would require that added to the 1ist of activities must be the trail drive to
markets in northern Mexico or Louisiana, or the rendering of cattie into tallow
and hides and the shipment of these goods to those areas.

These considerations show that the people who lived in Las Cabras were almost
certainly in close contact with 1ife in San Antonio, the rest of Texas, and
northern Mexico, and should not be considered as a tiny rural village outside
of the main currents of the culture of Frontier Texas.
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RECOMMENDATIONS

The next phase of excavations should be directed towards a more detailed under-
standing of the structural history and its associated material culture. To
accomplish this, several area excavat1ons and several further test1ng operations
should be conducted.

One area excavation should be laid out on the jacal located within the west wall
of the compound. This should be designed to locate the entire wall perimeter of
the structure, and to accurately plot all features and artifact concentrat1ons
within and around the structure.

A second area of excavation should be conducted along both sides of the north wall
in the area of the blocked northwest gate. This would locate the other edge of

the gate and determine if there was a smaller opening left in this area when the
blocking wall was constructed. In association with this, the suspected trash pit
outside the northwest gate should be excavated, with special attention paid to the
sequence of artifact deposition. If the trash pit is fairly extensive, a very good
artifact sample of the material culture from most of the periods of occupat1on
should result.

Testing should be done on one or both suspected bastions to determine their size,
construction,and what sort of problems might accompany their excavation and pre-
servation. The southeastern angle should receive further tests to determine
whether the walls of a structure surround the plaster floor in this area. Other
units should test the possibility that a wall may have originally extended from
the present west wall of the chapel to the east wall of the compound, and the
possibility that a wall and bastion were located on the northeastern angle.

No further excavation within the stone-walled rooms along the north side or within
the chapel are recommended until arrangements are made to stabilize the walls,
floors, and any wall plaster that may be found. The possible trash pit seen in
Unit 13 should be left until a later season of excavation as should the depres—
sion in Unit 5.

In conjunction with these excavations, extensive historical research should be
carried out to define the relationship between the site, the Mission Espada,

and the secular ranch of Ignacio Calvillo. Considerable information concerning
these ranches is readily available in the Bexar Archives, and other details are
probably -available in the 01d Spanish Missions Library, in other archival collec-
tions in Austin, and elsewhere. Without this research, the true nature of the
site will be only conjecture. Much of the possible understanding of this ranch
and the people who lived on it would be produced by a coordinated ethnohistorical
and archaeological research program, operating s1mu1taneous]y Such a research
program cannot be recommended too strongly. -

To aid in future excavation and to prevent further damage to the structure, all
brush should be killed and removed from the compound walls and interior. The
site should be fenced to prevent cattle from climbing over the walls, as they
do presently.

The areas suggested for an entrance road and v1s1tors center appear to be
without cultural resources, and are probably safe for such construction.
Care should be taken as this work is carried out, so that if a deeply buried
site should be uncovered, mitigative work can be done.
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