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PREFACE

" The Center for Archaeological Research at The University
of Texas at San Antonio was created during the summer of 1974,

Three major objectives guide the activities of the Center:

‘l. To provide archaeological training for graduate
students in anthropology at The University of Texas
at San Antonio.

2. To fugiher archaeological research in the south and
south central Texas area by archaeologists wifhin, and
associated with, The University of Texas at San Antonio.

gffx 3. To create a research unit which can provide qualified
| personnel and an organizational context for doing con-
tract archaeology generated through federal legiélation,
and to further provide these services in response to

state and local needs.

Among the initial projects of the Center was an archaeological sur-
vey of parts of the Allens Creek Watershed in Austin County, Texas, under
an agreement, AG—48—scé—02241; with the Soil Conservation Service of
the United States Departmeht of Agriculture. The present report,
authored by graduate student Feris A. Baés, Jr., is presented in ful-

fillment of this agreement.

Thomas R. Hestér, Director
The Center for Archaeological Research






INTRODUCTION

In acéordance with an.égreement between the Soil Conservation
Service (United States Department of Agriculture) and‘the Center
for Archaeological Research of The University of Texas at San
Antonio, an archaeological survey was carried out in certain portiomns
of the Allens Creek Watershed, Austin County, Texas. Fieldwork was °
conducted in léte August,ll974, by Feris A. Bass, Jr., Research Associ-
ate of the Center. Dr. Thomas_R. Hester, Director of the Center, was in
overall supervision of the project.

The survey encompassed 20 ditch segmenfs (see Map 1) with a total
linear distance of 33 miles and covering 618 acres. The purpose of the
survey was to ascerﬁain'the,existence of any historic or archaeological
data which should be preserved in the pgblic interest. Further require--
ments under the agreement with the Soil Conservation Service were:

1. Determine if archaeological resources exist within

' the area slated for modification.

2. If resources were found, to identify and appraise the

significance of resources.

3. Evaluate the impact of project installation on each

resource.

4, Provide the result in recommendations for mitigation

of adverse impacts anticipated.

5. Provide estimate of costs required for mitigation

(salvage, protection, etc.)
g






- THE SURVEY

Prior to the actual fieldwork, the site records of thel
Texas ArcheologicalaResearch Laboratoryv(The University of
Texas at Austin) were examined to see whether or notjarchaéolo—
gical resources had been previously reported from the survey area.
Additionally, a report by Dilleﬁay et al. (1972), dealing with
archaeological reconnaissance in other areas of the Allens Creek
Watershed, waé consulted; Once in the field, Mr. James R. Grounds;
the District Comservationist, was contacted andbarrangements were
made for access to the properties involved.

The survey Was‘conducted, where possible, by walking through
the area indicated for each Proposed watercourse. In some instamnces
the naturé of the terrain and vegetation made close surficial in-
spection impossible. In such cases, checks were made along fhe proposed
modifiéétion route to the extent that we are confident thét no signif-
icant data were overlooked.

A number of propérty ownersband local residents were contacted
and were interviewed regarding the existence of historical or‘archaep—
logical sites in the areas concerned. In no instance’were we able
to obtain useful information frém these sources as all disclaimed

knowledge of such sites.

SURVEY RESULTS

1. West Tributary

In the survey of the West Tributary, lying along the west side

~of Texas Highway 36, it was possible to walk the entire area. The
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presently existing watercourse is the result of previous channel
excavation and consists of a ditch bordered by spoil dumps re-
sulting from the excavation. The whole area is covered by a

" heavy stand of grass,'Which coupled with the excavated and dis-
turbed earth, made surface examination difficult. However, the lo-
cation of the‘ditch in marshy ground ana the absence of visible
artifacts or strucfures would lead to the conclusion that no
’significant archaeological material exists along this portion of
the project.

2. TUpper Allen's Creek Watershed

This portion of the project just east of Highway 36 and
consisting of ‘Allen Creek and the East Tributary was surveyed
by walking along both sides 6f the proposed route. Here it was
also noted that extensive ditching had been previously accomplished
and the spoil deposited alongvboth sides of the existing watercourses.
Except for some portions of Allen Creek, both branches were covered
with heavy grass or vegetation which hamperéd surface examination.
However, it was possible to examine emnough of the terrain to conclude
that no historic or archaeological materials would be affected by
the proposed construction.

3. San Felipe Tributary

This portion of the project lies in marshy ground covered by
water and heavy vegetation. Where it was possible spot checks were
made along this watercourse, but no archaeological remains were ob-

served.






4. Ditches 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10, and 11,

These proposed structures lie along the sides of existing
roads or traverse cultivated land, existing buildings and residen~
tial lawns. The construction of the foads, the cultivation of
the fields and the erection éf buildings would havé'disturbed any
archaeological materials that may havé.once existed. However, our
inspection did not revéal the presence of archaeological resourcesl

5. Ditch No. 12

This proposed feature follows the course of an unnamed stream
-which borders the lower edge of what natives refer to as the "bluff",
This physiographic feature is actually a sloping elevation rising

to a height of 30 to 40 feet along a line northwest of the existing

stream bed. This area was examined by walking along the sides of
the existing watercourse. As in the.dther casés,,examination of the
surface was hindered by heavy grass and vegetation. The portion of
the pfoposed ditch that would extend southeast of FM l458>enters

an area that has been recently excavated with massive displacement
of Fhe surface materials. No historical or archaéological materials
were found along this watercburSe.

6. Ditch 13 and 14

These ditches were closely examined. However, no archaeological

materials were observed.






CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Areas slated for modification within portions of the Allens
Creek Watershed have been carefully examined for the presence of
archaeological and historical resources. A thorough reconnaissance was
carried out by the Center for Archaeological Research, and it was
found that such resourcés do not exist within the project areas.
It is the conclusion of this report that the modifications proposedvby
the Séil Conservation Service will have no impact or adversé affect
on aréhaeological and historical materials. It is therefore recommend-
ed that no further archaeological work be carried out within these

particular areas.
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