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The Architecture and Architects 
of the San Antonio Missions, 1720–1827 

Introduction 

The Historical Context 
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RR[everendo] PP[adres] G[uardian]es de este Ap[postoli]co Colegio de la S[antissi]ma Cruz de 

Querétaro . . ." roll 15, frames 4472-4596; San Francisco de la Espada, "Libro en que se lleva la 
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de Capistrano remiten los RR[everendo] PP[adres] G[uardian]es de este Ap[postoli]co Colegio 
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Colegio de la S[antissi]ma Cruz de Querétaro . . ." roll 15, frames 4857-5005. Hereafter the 

account books will be cited in the form “Cuentas,” the mission name, the year, and the frame 

number for the citation. 
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Santamaria, in his Diccionario de Mejicanismos, (Mejico: Editorial Porrua, S.A., 1959), p. 624, 
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Craftsman Skill Date 

Antonio Tello maestro de albañil ca. 1740–1744 

Gerónimo de Ibarra maestro de albañil 1748–1759 

Felipe Santiago maestro carpintero, maestro 
escultor 

1748–1756 

Nicolas Albañil maestro de albañil 1750s–1760s 

Joseph Palafox maestro de albañil 1761–1765 

                                                 
12 Carlos E. Castañeda, The Mission Era: The Winning of Texas, 1693–1731, vol. 2, Our Catholic 

Heritage in Texas (Austin: Von Boeckman-Jones Company, 1936), 76.; Schuetz, “The Indians of 

the San Antonio Missions,” pp. 267–281. 

13 Castañeda, Winning of Texas, 84; Janet R. Fireman, The Spanish Royal Corps of Engineers in 

the Western Borderlands: Instrument of Bourbon Reform, 1764–1815 (Glendale: Arthur H. 

Clark, 1977), pp. 54–55; Schuetz, “The Indians of the San Antonio Missions;” Schuetz, 

“Professional Artisans.” 

14 Schuetz, “The Indians of the San Antonio Missions,” pp. 50, 53, 254, 273, 331–334. 
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Mariano Ángel Galín  y Anglino maestro carpintero, maestro 
escultor 

1762–176315 

Estevan Losoya maestro de albañil 1765–1767 

Dionicio Gonzales maestro escultor 1767–177116 

Antonio Salazar maestro de albañil ca. 1768–ca. 1801 

Pedro Huizar maestro carpintero, maestro 
escultor 

ca. 1772–ca 1805 

Master Masons and Franciscans 

15 Galín y Anglino was also in San Antonio in 1776–1779 and 1787–1789, working on surveying 

projects. 

16 Gonzales died in San Antonio in 1787. 

17 George Kubler, Mexican Architecture of the Sixteenth Century, 2 vols. (New Haven: Yale 

University Press, 1948), vol. 1, p. 186; John McAndrew, The Open-Air Churches of Sixteenth-

Century Mexico (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1965) pp. 125–28. 

18 Fray Miguel Sevillano de Paredes, “Visita de las Misiones del Rio Grande del Norte por Fr. 

Miguel Sevillano de Paredes en 15 de Octubre 1727,” Vol. 29, pp. 35–68, Archivo General de 

Mexico: Historia. 
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19 Norman Neuerburg, The Architecture of Mission La Purísima Concepción (Santa Barbara: 

Bellerophone Books, 1987), p. 2. 

20 Ivey, Loneliness, pp. 47–48. 

21 McCloskey, Querétaro, p. 98. 
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21Sidney David Markman, Colonial Architecture of Antigua Guatemala, vol. 64, Memoirs of the 
American Philosophical Society (Philadelphia: The American Philosophical Society, 1966), p. 
50. 

22 Valero, “Cuentas,” 1751:4887, 4890, May 16, 1751, “for the past year of '50.” The accounts 

list charges for the transportation of Maria Gallegos, wife of the Maestro de Albanil Gerónimo 

de Ibarra, “who is at this mission (que se haya en esta Mission).” 

23 Concepcion de Acuna, “Cuentas,” 1754:4507, 4508. 

24  Valero, “Cuentas,” 1751:4887, 4890.; Concepción de Acuna, “Cuentas,” 1744:4509.; 

Bachiller Don Juan Ygnacio de Pinilla y Ramos Cardenas, “Diligencias del Cura Cardenas contra 

Travieso,” January 19, 1756, Celaya Microfilms, roll 10, ff. 5072, 5077.  The records do not give 

her name or the city from which she was brought. 

25 Dionicio de Jesus Gonzales and Fray Joseph Lopez, “Obligacion de Dionisio Maestro - La 

portada,” September 27, 1767, in Celaya Microfilms, roll 4, frame 5220. 
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Building Design and Plans 

                                                 
26 Gonzales and Lopez, “Obligacion,” f. 5220. 

27 McAndrew, Open-Air Churches, 124–25; Kubler, Mexican Architecture, 2:344 and n. 155. 

28 Clara Bargellini, “Architecture: Colonial,” in Encyclopedia of Mexico: History, Society, and 

Culture, Michaeol S. Werner, editor (Chicago: Fitzroy Dearborn Publishers, 1997), vol. 1, p. 73. 
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29 Kubler, Mexican Architecture, 1:106–08..  I have demonstrated, for example, that plan and 

elevation drawings were made for the rebuilding of San Gregorio de Abó, one of the missions 

of Salinas National Monument near Mountainair, New Mexico, in 1645–1651; Ivey, Loneliness, 

67 n. 18. 

30 Gonzales and Lopez, "Obligacion," f. 5220. 
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31 Saenz de Gumiel, Inventory of the Mission San Antonio de Valero, pp. 7, 8.  Emphasis added. 

FIGURE 1: The sketch plan prepared as part of the 1810 estimate to roof the church of 
Mission San Antonio de Valero. Bexar Archives, di_01745, The Dolph Briscoe Center for 
American History, the University of Texas at Austin. 
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The plans for the San Antonio missions disappeared sometime after 1772. 
However, we do have an example of a plan for San Antonio de Valero from the 
early nineteenth century.32 This plan was prepared by the master masons Juan 
Diego Veloz, Juan de Dios Cortes, and José Cayetano del Valle in 1810 to 
accompany an estimate of the costs and materials to complete the construction 
of the roof of the church in order to make the building into an artillery 
storehouse for the military forces stationed in San Antonio (see Figure 1). It 
shows the outline of the stone walls of the building and indicates the 
measurements of the walls, already built up to the point where the vaulting of 
the church was begun. Most of the details and notes on the plan and in the 
estimate are concerned with the proposed construction of a wooden roof over 
the building. These details are limited, and descriptive rather than specific. The 
plan is, in fact, not a mason’s construction plan at all, but a rough sketch of the 
proposed wooden roof of the church. 

Organization of the Work 

32  [Juan Diego Veloz, Juan de Dios Cortez, y José Cayetano del Valle to Juan Ygnacio de 

Arrambide, April 25, 1810], Bexar Archives microfilm (BAM), roll 168, frame 802. The list of 

needed materials and an estimate of the cost of the work from which this plan was separated 

is Juan Ygnacio de Arrambide, Captain of the Compañia Volante, to Commandante General 

Second Brigade Bernardo Bonavia, April 25, 1810, BAM, roll 44, frames 953–955v. See 

Benavides, “Sacred Space,” pp. 27–30, for a translation of the captions of its numbered details. 

33  Joseph Padron, last will and testament, March 16, 1779, Wills, no. 84, Bexar County 

Archives, Bexar County Courthouse, San Antonio, Texas, p. 3. 

34 John O. Leal, “Burials of Mission San Francisco de Solano (San Antonio de Valero, Alamo), 

1703–1782,” manuscript, 1978, Library of the Daughters of the Republic of Texas at the Alamo, 

San Antonio, Texas, p. 60. 
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Laborers 

35 Clara Bargellini, personal communication, April 2003. More on don Ángel’s activities in 

Saltillo is in Bargellini’s book, La Catedral de Saltillo y sus Imágenes: los Tiempos y Espacios de 

un Acervo (UNAM y Instituto Coahuilense de Cultura, 2005). 

36 Ivey, Loneliness, p. 48. 

37 Pastle is Spanish moss, growing on the trees of the lowlands in the area. A layer of it was 

spread over the boards or sticks of the ceiling as a matting, over which the tierra blanca was 
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Rate of Construction 

spread to form the insulating fill of the roof. Frequently on more permanent buildings the roof 

surface was then coated with lime plaster as a waterproof layer. 

38 Fray José Francisco Jaudenes, October 21, 1791, Bexar Archives, roll 21, frames 803–804. 

39 Mariano Varela, José Manuel Barrera, and Juan José Saenz, Relacion que manifiesta la 

Recomposicion … á la Casa de Hospital militar, May 5, 1809, BA 41:207–208. 
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40  Ivey, Loneliness, p. 54. The one seventeenth-century mission about which definite 

information concerning construction time and the dedication ceremonies is available was 

Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe at El Paso del Norte. The cornerstone of this church was laid in 

1662 and the completed church and convento were dedicated in 1668, for a construction time 

of six years. See Scholes, “Documents for the History of the New Mexican Missions, II,” p. 195.  

Construction at other New Mexico missions have been confirmed to take about the same 

length of time based on tree-ring dates. 
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The Master Masons of the San Antonio Missions 

Antonio Tello and the Design of the San Antonio Missions 

41 Don Alberto Lopez Aguado y Villafuerte, “Causa Criminal contra Ant[oni]o Tello,” August 21–

September 2, 1744, in BAM, roll 8, frames 800–810. 

42 Schuetz, “Professional Artisans,” pp. 19–20; Aguado y Villafuerte, “Causa Criminal.” 

43 Aguado y Villafuerte, “Causa Criminal,” frame 802L. 
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FIGURES 2–4:  The facades of Missions San Antonio de Valero (opposite page, top), San 
Francisco de la Espada (opposite page, bottom), and Purísima Concepción (this page) all 
feature the flat style called plateresco, more typical of the sixteenth century. This suggests 
architect Antonio Tello was running through the basic arch shapes to distinguish each 
facade from the others: mixtillíneo at Espada, ochavada at Concepción, de medio punto at 
Valero. Drawings are part of the Historic American Buildings Survey (HABS) and accessed 
through the Library of Congress Digital Collections. 
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44 Habig, Alamo Chain, 49. 
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Comm[isari]o G[ene]ral Fr[ay] Juan Fogueras, por el P[adre] Fr[ay] Fran[cis]co Xavier Ortiz, en 

el ao de 1745,” October 11, 1745, in Celaya Microfilms, frames 1267, 1272. 

46 Fray Juan José Saenz de Gumiel, “Certificacion, e Ymbentario de la Mision de la Espada,” 

December 15, 1772, in Celaya Microfilms, roll 10, frames 4191, 4197; Ortiz, “Visita, 1745,” 

frame 1270. 

47 The sequence of the beginning of construction at each of the principle churches is deduced 

from the condition of each in later reports. As with the actual contract agreement between 

Tello and the Franciscans, this sequence is undocumented except in the structures themselves 

and their later histories. 

48 Benavides, “Sacred Space,” p. 11 and n. 25; Fray Marion A. Habig, The Alamo Chain of 

Missions: A History of San Antonio's Five Old Missions (Chicago: Franciscan Herald Press, 1968), 

p. 259. The vara used here is 2.74 feet long. This length was determined by comparing the

present sizes of mission rooms with the sizes given in the inventories.
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doorway (Saenz de Gumiel, “Certificacion, e Ymbentario de la Mision de la Espada,” 1772, 

frame 4197), and about 1777 these were installed, somewhat rearranged, where they can be 
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50 Secretario del Patrimonio Nacional, ed., Vocabulario Arquitectonico Ilustrado (Mexico City: 

Secretario del Patrimonio Nacional, 1975), pp. 202–204, 210, 416. 
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51  Jack D. Eaton, Excavations at the Alamo Shrine (Mission San Antonio de Valero) (San 
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25-26, 56 fig. 8.

52 Schuetz, “Professional Artisans," 17–71. 

53 Aguado y Villafuerte, "Causa Criminal." 



61 

FIGURES 5–6:  Floor plans for Valero and Concepción. Drawings are part of the Historic 
American Buildings Survey (HABS) and accessed through the Library of Congress Digital 
Collections. 
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Antonio de Valero, p. 23. 
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Materiales que se necesitan para la obra, costo de ellos con el importes a que 
asciende la hechura de las piezas—A saver. 
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Pesos R 30 Palos de Mesquite para tres Puertas de 2 1/4 v[ara]s de alto cada 
una y vara de ancho a 4 rr[eale]s 

15.0 

12 Tablas a 1 p[es]o 12.0 

18 Libras de Fierro para 12 Gosnes de a pulgada de grueso a 5 rr[eale]s cada 
libra 

11. 2

Por hechura de los gosnes a 4 rr[eale]s 6.0 
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Por hechura de los clavos a 1 rr[ea]l 12. 4

Por construccion de las tres Puertas a 15 p[eso]s 45.0 

Por 33 Libras de Fierro para tres chapas con tres serrojos, seis armellas, y tres 
arpones a 5 rr[eale]s lib[r]a #. 20. 5  

20. 5

Por la hechura de cada chapa con cerrojo, dos armellas, un Arpon, y 4 clavos de 
Garbanzo a 10 p[eso]s  

30.0 

Ojo a la g[as]ta de m[aes]tro Antonio:Por 30 Bigas a 3 p[eso]s 90.0 

Por 800 Raxas a 4 rr[eale]s el ciento 4.0 

Por 10 canales a 1 p[es]o con costo demadera 10.0 

Por 6 Morillos para 30 v[ara]s de soleras y su manefactura 15.0 

Por 2 Morillos y dos tablones para los lugares comunes a 1 p[es]o cada Pieza y 
dos p[eso]s por la construccion  
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Total 289.5 

S[a]n Antonio de Bexar 31 de Marzo de 1801 Pedro Huizar [rubric] 

Materials which were required by the work and their cost, including the 
increase of the value because of labor—To wit:  
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Reales 

30 timbers of mesquite for three doors, each 6 1/4 feet high and 2 3/4 feet wide 
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For the making of the snipe-hinges at 4 reales each. 6.0 
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slidebolt, and 4 nails de garbanzo at 10 pesos each. 
30.0 

Attention: to the account of Maestro Antonio: For 30 vigas at 3 pesos each. 90.0 

For 800 shingles at 4 reales the hundred. 4.0 

For 10 canales at 1 peso including the cost of the wood. 10.0 
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ends of the vigas] and their manufacture. 
15.0 

For 2 logs and two large planks for the privy at 1 peso each piece and two pesos 

for the construction 
6.0 

Total 289.5 

San Antonio de Bexar, March 31, 1801 [signed] Pedro Huizar 
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FIGURE 20 (left): Shown in this 
Historic Americancan Buildings Survey 
photo is the tenth ground-level arch 
at the east end of the corredor of the 
convento at San José. The arch 
remained open through the appraisal 
of 1824; in the early 1860s the 
Benedictines built an oven into the 
opening. The arch supported a flying 
buttress on the second level, visible in 
pre-1860 drawings of the mission and 
still present within the wall structure; 
the Benedictines covered the buttress 
with masonry and made it a wall of 
the second story room above the 
kitchen. The oven is presently within 
the kitchen at the east end of the 
convento. Modern repairs have 
concealed the arch, but the edge of it 
can occasionally be seen when the 
protecting plaster weathers off at the 
top of the oven doors.   

 on the second floor of the  
convento. Beyond the church 
on the left, the granary can  
be seen with a thatched  
roof.  At the far left a  
thatched building extends  
eastward from the granary.  The drawing was published in William H. Emory’s 
Report on the United States and Mexican Boundary Survey, accessed through the 
Internet Archive.    

FIGURE 21 (right): An 1857 
image of San José made by  
Louderback and Hoffman  
shows a flying buttress at  
the east end of the corridor 
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FIGURE 30: The south row of buildings at San Juan in 1936. Collapse and stone robbing 
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crossbeams of the tapanco at the west end of the oficina. Two more sockets close 
together can be seen to the left of the wide doorway, still sealed at the time of this 
photograph, and a second pair of sockets are to the right of the wide doorway.  
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The Rebuilding of San Miguel at Santa Fe in 1710

 
________.  The Religious Architecture of New Mexico in the Colonial Period  

and Since the American Occupation

 
________.  Mexican Architecture of the Sixteenth Century
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Inventory of the Mission San Antonio de  
Valero: 1772

________.Letters and Memorials of the Father Presidente Fray Benito  
Fernandez de Santa Ana, 1736-1754  

The Zacatecan 
Missionaries in Texas, 1716–1834; Excerpts from the Libros de los Decretos 
of the Missionary College of Zacatecas, 1701-1828

 
________. The San José Papers: The Primary Sources for the History of  

Mission San José y San Miguel de Aguayo From Its Founding in 1720 to the 
Present  

Majolica in Colonial Spanish  
America.

________. “
Collected Papers in Honor of Marjorie Ferguson Lambert

________. Sixteenth Century Majolica Pottery in the Valley of Mexico

________. “
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Colonial Architecture of Antigua Guatemala

The Formative Years of the Missionary College of  
Santa Cruz de Queretaro, 1683–1733

Introduction to Early American Masonry: Stone, Brick, Mortar and  
Plaster

________. Franciscan Awatovi: The Excavation and Conjectural  
Reconstruction of a l7th century Spanish Mission Establishment at a  
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Hopi Indian Town in Northeastern Arizona

Viaje de Indios y Diario del Nuevo Mexico

________. History of Texas 1693–1779

________. Diario y Derrotero 1777–1781
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A Guide to Artifacts of Colonial America

A Journey Through Texas, Or, a Saddle Trip on the  
Southwestern Frontier

________. 

________. 

________. 

Painting in Texas: The Nineteenth Century
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Soldiers, Indians and Silver: The Northward Advance  
of New Spain, 1550–1600

Harper's

The Story of Western Architecture

________. 

Texas, With Particular Reference to German Immigration  
and the Physical Appearance of the Country

Mission Concepcion

________. The Society of Mary of Texas
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________.

________. The History and Archeology of Mission San Juan Capistrano, San  
Antonio, Texas. Vol. 2: Description of the Artifacts and Ethnohistory  
of the Coahuiltecan Indians

________. The Dating of the Chapel of Mission San Juan Capistrano, San  
Antonio, Texas

________. 

________. 

An Archeological Investigation of Mission  
Concepción, San Antonio, Texas

Vocabulario Arquitectonico Ilustrado

New Spain's Far Northern Frontier: Essays on Spain in the American 
West 1540–1821



542 

Southwestern Colonial Ironwork: The  
Spanish Blacksmithing Tradition from Texas to California

Cycles of Conquest: The Impact of Spain, Mexico, and the  
United States on the Indians of the Southwest, 1533–1960

Roman Surveying Instruments

Handbook of Texas Archeology: Type  
Descriptions

A Description of Enameled Earthenware from an  
Archeological Excavation at Mission San Antonio de Valero (the Alamo)

A Lipan Apache Mission,  
San Lorenzo de la Santa Cruz, 1762–1771
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The Handbook of Texas

San Juan Bautista: Gateway to Spanish Texas

The Mapmakers




